
Grieving 

We at St. Paul have experienced much sadness over the last couple of 

months.  As I find myself looking for comfort and guidance, I would like 

to share with you my journey as a Pastor who grieves alongside you.  For 

this newsletter, I would like to remind us of how Jesus handled grief. 

Here are a couple of scriptures verses that I found comfort in. 

Matthew death of John -14:13, 14  

13 When Jesus learned what had happened, He got on a boat and went 
away to spend some time in a private place. The crowds, of course, 
followed Jesus on foot from their cities. 14 Though Jesus wanted solitude, 
when He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them, and He healed 
the sick and the lame.  

Jesus sought solitude after the news of John’s death.  

Sometimes we may need to deal with our grief alone.  Jesus 

often sook solitude and it was a priority for him.  It is 

important that we take time in our busy schedules to be 

alone with God.   

Jesus did not dwell on his grief but returned to the ministry 

he came to do.  I find myself needing to work in the garden 

or sit on my patio and listen to the birds chirp and maybe see 

a squirrel run across the telephone wires.  It reminds me that 

life is still beautiful and alive and someday I will feel that way 

again too.  It helps me to have a refreshed compassion for 

those around me. 

John 11:35-44  (CEB) 

35 Jesus began to cry. 36 The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “He healed the eyes of the man born blind. 
Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”  38 Jesus was deeply 
disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
covered the entrance. 39 Jesus said “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! 
He’s been dead four days.” 40 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you 

(Continued on page 2) 

mailto:pastor@stpaulumccopperton.org
http://www.stpaulumccopperton.org


believe, you will see God’s glory?” 41 So they removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, thank you for 
hearing me. 42 I know you always hear me. I say this for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will 
believe that you sent me.” 43 Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie 
him and let him go.” 

 I find comfort in the fact that Jesus wept because his friend Lazarus was dead.  I believe that he was 
moved by compassion for Lazarus’s sisters Martha and Mary and seeing them weeping caused him to 
weep.  Perhaps he empathized with their grief.  Jesus showed that he cares enough for us to weep with us 
in our sorrow.  Here we see many examples of Jesus emotions, such as compassion, anger, sorrow, and 
frustration.  All of these emotions are a normal part of grieving.  Jesus often expressed emotion, and we 
must never be afraid to reveal our true feelings to him.  He understands them, and has experienced 
them.  Be honest, with your emotions and be honest with the one who cares about those emotions, your 
friends and family and our Savior.  Jesus has the power over life and death, for he says, “Since I live, you 
too will live” (14:19). 

 Over the next couple of months, I will continue to share scripture readings that might help us on our 
grief journey.  In the meantime dear friends, find comfort in our Lord and Savior and remember the 
words from the Apostle Paul from  

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 (VOICE) 

51 Stay close because I am going to tell you a mystery—something you may have trouble understanding: we will 
not all fall asleep in death, but we will all be transformed. 52 It will all happen so fast, in a blink, a mere flutter of 
the eye. The last trumpet will call, and the dead will be raised from their graves with a body that does not, 
cannot decay. All of us will be changed! 53 We’ll step out of our mortal clothes and slide into immortal bodies, 
replacing everything that is subject to death with eternal life. 54 And, when we are all redressed with bodies that 
do not, cannot decay, when we put immortality over our mortal frames, then it will be as Scripture says: 

Life everlasting has victoriously swallowed death. 

55 Hey, Death! What happened to your big win? Hey, Death! What happened to your sting? 

56 Sin came into this world, and death’s sting followed. Then sin took aim at the law and gained power over 
those who follow the law. 57 Thank God, then, for our Lord Jesus, the Anointed, the Liberating King, who brought 
us victory over the grave. 

58 My dear brothers and sisters, stay firmly planted—be unshakable—do many good works in the name of God, 
and know that all your labor is not for nothing when it is for God. 

My prayers continue to be with all you. 

  — Pastor Carol 
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Calling all crafters! 

 

Items for the annual 
bazaar are needed!! 

December 6, 2015 



 For those who continue to work so 

hard to make St. Paul UMC viable. 
Thank You! 

 For the life of our church and those we 

are missing on Sundays. You are in our 
thoughts and prayers.  

 For all whose lives are in transition.   

 For our family and friends who have yet 

to feel the love of Christ. 

 Healing for those in our world who are 

affected by disasters whether natural or 
manmade. 

 For Peaceful resolution to war. For the 
soldiers and their families. 

  For Christians around the world who 
are being persecuted for their beliefs. 

 For Jim & Robyn Burningham, their 

daughters Halley and Gweine, and their 
mother Susan as they mourn the loss of 
their son, brother, & grandson, Bradly. 

 For the love and support of our Church 

family. 

 For the pure joy of seeing our members at 

Bible study, at worship and in fellowship 
every Sunday. 

 That we live in a country where we are free 

to be Christians. 

 That Jesus gave his life so we could be 

saved. 

Let It Shine 
By Steve Goodier at Life Support System  

 

While attending a conference, I returned to my motel room late 
one evening. The overhead light outside my door was burned 
out and I had difficulty finding the keyhole. When I managed 
to open the door, I felt around the wall for a light switch. I 
found a plate where a switch was once installed... but no 
switch. 

Not discouraged easily, I remembered spotting a lamp by the 
bed when I deposited my luggage earlier in the day. I found the 
bed in the dark and felt around until I found the lamp, but 
when I switched it on, nothing happened. Now what? 

Though I knew that it was dark outside my window since the 
outdoor light was broken, I thought that perhaps if I opened 
the curtains I might be able to use the light from the street to 
find another lamp. So I made my way slowly across the room to 
the drapes and... no drawstring! (Have you ever had days like 
that?) 

I finally stumbled around until I found a desk lamp I could turn 
on and, once again, my world was lighted.  

Physical light is important, of course. Especially when you’re in 
an unfamiliar space. But there is another kind of light that is 
even more vital -- inner light. Inner light shines from love and 
compassion and faith. It illuminates and warms a world that, 
for many people, can be dark and lonely and confusing. 

One December I received a letter from a reader in Mexico City 
who said this about the darkness around her: “Yesterday I 
bought a Christmas decoration. It’s a plastic star, maybe 18 
inches across, strung with small white and gold Christmas light. 
I hung it in my living room window last night. It looks so 
beautiful from outside – even better than I had hoped! I live on 
the second floor of a five-story government housing project 
building. The building where I live is tucked away where few 
people go. Not a whole lot of folks see my lighted star. As long 
as I have it plugged in, that star shines bravely and brightly out 
into the cold night. It shines on regardless of whether anyone is 
around to see it or not. And I know that anyone who does see it 
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Abundance of the Heart 2015 

October 2 - 8-9:00 am 

 

2015 marks our 20th Anniversary of Operations, and we are so excited to have been able to partner with so 

many faith communities, volunteers, donors and allied agencies who helped us get to where we are today. 

Emcee, Utah State Rep., Brian King, will be honoring the founders of Family Promise - Salt Lake, Rev. Roger 

Anderson and Vicki & Bob Neumann. 

 

For questions or to rsvp please contact Tony Milner at 801-961-8622 or tony@fpsl.org 

Your attendance & support is greatly appreciated.  

must be heartened by it – it’s that lovely.” 

She ended with this observation: “I got to thinking, ‘Isn’t 
that the way we should be? Shouldn’t our lives in some way 
shine out into the cold night – regardless of whether or not 
anyone admires them? It’s certainly nice when someone 
notices us and is encouraged or heartened. But, after all, 
isn’t it the shining itself that is most important?” 

It is the shining that is important, whether or not you feel 
as if you are making a difference. For someone today just 
may be stumbling in discouragement or sadness or fear and 
in need of some light. 

So let your light shine. Whatever light you offer may be a 
beacon of hope and encouragement in someone’s darkness. 
And if you feel that your light is no more than a candle in a 
forest, remember this – there isn’t enough darkness in all 
the world to put out the light of one small candle. 

Will you let your light shine? 

~ Steve Goodier 
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Mission & Outreach  
Opportunities 

 

 
 

October 4, 2015 [Green] 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
Psalm 26 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16 

 
October 11, 2015 [Green] 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Psalm 22 
Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 
 

October 18, 2015 [Green] 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 
Psalm 104 

Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

 
October 25, 2015 [Green] 

Reformation Sunday 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Psalm 34 

Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 

 
 
 
 
 



Few people are aware that former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, one of the foremost politicians of the 
20th century, was a lay Methodist preacher before she 
entered politics. 

There has been very little examination into the role that her 
Christian faith played in her politics. 

“Economics is the method; the object is to change the soul,” 
Thatcher once declared, revealing that the way she 
conceived her free-market ideology was as much about 
transforming values as about improving Britain’s ailing 
GDP. 

More profoundly, there was a strong religious basis to Thatcher’s politics—one that stemmed from her strict Methodist 
upbringing and, more specifically, the chief influence in her life, her father, who was a greengrocer, councilor, and 
Wesleyan lay preacher. 

In sourcing the origins of her free-market ideology, it is not in the pages of Frederick von Hayek’s “Road to Serfdom” or 
Milton Friedman’s monetarist theory where we find the answer, but in the sermon notes of her father, Alf Roberts. 

Contained within his sermons, one finds the theological basis of what would later become the cornerstones of 
Thatcherism: an individualistic interpretation of the Bible, a nod to the spiritual dangers of avarice, praise of the 
Protestant work ethic, virtues of thrift and self-reliance, and finally, a divine justification for individual liberty and the free 
market. 

In short, Thatcherism always owed more to Methodism than to Monetarism. 

Thatcher herself was a preacher before she formally entered politics while a student at Oxford University.  Even though 
she later transferred this missionary energy from the pulpit to the podium, her religious values remained an underlying 
core. 

Indeed, on becoming leader of the Conservative Party in 1975, Thatcher (much like Ronald Reagan) saw it as her chief 
mission to completely undermine the moral credibility of socialism and communism and reconnect the broken link 
between Protestant and capitalist values in Britain. 

Preaching from the pulpit on several occasions, Thatcher unashamedly asserted the Biblical case for the sovereignty of 
individual liberty and the “invisible hand.” 

“Do not be tempted to identify virtue with collectivism,” she preached from the pulpit of St. Lawrence Jewry Church in 
London in 1978. “I wonder whether the State services would have done as much for the man who fell among the thieves as 
the Good Samaritan did for him.” According to Thatcher, “[i]t was to individuals that the Ten Commandments were 
addressed.” She continued, “We are called on to repent our own sins, not each others’.” 

“What mattered,” in her words, “was Man’s relationship to God.” 

Thatcher’s interpretation was that as Christianity was a call to men individually, so it should follow that political choices 
reside with the citizen rather than the state. 

While such sentiments may have been standard and uncontroversial among Republican politicians in the U.S., in the 
more secular culture of British politics, Thatcher’s sermons incited moral outrage. 

Many Christians, especially the established Church of England, would spend a large part of the 1980s repudiating the 
“Gospel of Thatcherism,” denigrating Thatcher’s policies as “unchristian,” and unmasking the social ramifications of her so
-called values. 

This would lead to a fractious conflict between Church and State that would irrevocably break the historic alliance 
between the Conservative Party and the Church of England, which had been in existence for over two centuries. 

Unlike America, which has a secular state but a devout public, Britain has an established state Church but a largely 
agnostic public. 

British politicians invariably avoid mixing religion with politics, conscious of the voters ’ distaste for preaching and 
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Please join us in  

Celebration 

December 24, 2015 

7:00 pm 

moralism. 

In the 1980s, while America saw the revival of a moral conservative movement, no such parallel development took place in 
Britain. In Parliament, legislation pertaining to personal morality such as abortion, homosexuality, and divorce were (and 
still are) deemed “conscience matters,” in which Members of Parliament were given a free vote and not subject to the party 
whip. 

Thatcher may have been a Christian, but her faith was never moralistic. She certainly took an old-fashioned view toward 
sexual morality but ultimately saw such issues as a matter of personal conscience rather than subject to regulatory control. 

One area where Thatcher’s faith did profoundly shape her outlook was in her approach to the great cause of the age: the 
Cold War. 

Like Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul II, Margaret Thatcher would play a crucial part in the propaganda offensive 
against the Eastern Bloc. “Men have forgotten God; that’s why this has all happened,” wrote Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. It 
was a position with which Thatcher readily concurred. 

More than any other British leader since Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher was willing to elevate the Cold War into 
one about ideas and values and to wage a crusade against atheistic communism—a position she demonstrated most openly 
in her unwavering support for Solidarity in Poland. 

In 1983, Thatcher used the occasion of her acceptance speech for the Winston Churchill Foundation Award in Washington 
to assert the Cold War as one chiefly of ideas, not weapons: 

‘You in the West,’ said an Hungarian poet, ‘have a special duty because you are free. That freedom is both a blessing and a 
burden. For it makes you spiritually responsible for the whole of humanity.’ He was right. For if we do not keep alive the 
flame of freedom that flame will go out, and every noble ideal will die with it. It is not by force of weapons but by force of 
ideas that we seek to spread liberty to the worlds oppressed. 

For Thatcher, the fight against socialism at home and communism abroad was a fight for the sovereignty of liberty and 
individual free will. 

This was an understanding that, from her earliest childhood, she had always understood as the central tenet of the 
Christian faith. 
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Save the Date 
 

 
 

Sotto Voce Benefit Concert 
For 

Cubby Paws for Cause 

I like thinking about how to interpret Scripture. 

And reading and writing about it. 

This may seem exceedingly boring or exceedingly exciting to you — perhaps more likely the former. Yet for Christians the 
right interpretation of Scripture, or "rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15), is crucial. And I come by this odd 
preoccupation honestly, I claim, since my odd occupation used to involve preaching every Sunday. 

Today I had the privilege of meeting an Eastern Orthodox monk who is also a theological scholar. In the course of our 
conversation, I asked him how Eastern Orthodox theologians ought to practice theology: "What is the start of good 
theological method?" 

"Repentance, prayer, asceticism ..." The monk's answer had nothing to do with academic technique at all — accomplished 
academician though he is — but with the humble desire to return to God through Jesus Christ. 

Later I happened upon the following words of one Elder Amilianos, himself the abbot of Simonopetra Monastery on Mt. 
Athos (Greece) from 1974-2000, on interpreting Scripture: 

When one undertakes to examine Scripture in an idle, intellectual way, he creates hatred and quarrelling. Why? Because 
the intellectual approach to Scripture does not help us to turn and reflect on our sins, but instead makes us focus on 
problems and concepts related to the study of Scripture, with the result that our logical and intellectual faculties are 
aroused to no real purpose. “Knowledge” by itself does not add anything. On the contrary, it encourages the cultivation of 
the individual and his private sense of things; it fosters the self-sufficiency of his personal opinions, which he then seeks to 
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justify and impose on others. This kind of approach to Scripture 
immediately places you in conflict with others; it opposes your will and 
opinion to theirs, prompting you to disagree and argue with them, and 
to make enemies of your brothers. Filled as I am with my own opinions 
about things, I am not able to receive anything from God. 

The correct way is to read Scripture with simplicity and to allow God to 
tell us what He wants to tell us. It’s one thing to read Scripture because 
you want to collect information, and another thing to read it because 
you want to acquire its true content, that is, the Holy Spirit. This kind of 
knowledge is the life of God (cf. Jn 17:3), the entry and extension of God 
into our life; it is God’s descent and dwelling among us. We can judge 
whether or not our study of Scripture is authentic based on the number of tears we shed when we study. To be sure, I can 
also read Scripture without shedding tears, and without a strong sense of my sins, but with the hope that God’s grace, 
through my reading of Scripture, will break open my hardened heart. Read Scripture, then, but don’t forget about your 
sins and reduce Scripture to an object of intellectual inquiry, for at that point it ceases being the word of God and you 
start seeing it as something human. The criterion for your study should be this: the way you read the Bible should bring 
peace to your heart, communion with God, love of neighbors, and the consciousness of your own sinfulness: the 
recognition of how unworthy and ill-prepared you are to stand before God. 

What strikes me is that the beginning of reading Scripture and the beginning of theology are the same. 

"Repentance, prayer, asceticism..." 

"Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner." 

Ought we strive to read Scripture as Elder Amilianos suggests? 

Doing so won't dig any of us (or our churches) out of any doctrinal quagmire or argument we might be in. 

Doing so also won't give us the kind of epistemic certainty that would satisfy a modern atheist or a modern fundamentalist 
Christian. 

But maybe even deeper than our doctrinal divisions and epistemic bafflements we have a deeper-still problem: we need 
God. We need to be joined to God through the one mediator, our merciful and compassionate Lord, Jesus Christ. The one 
who holds all creation in his hands, the one who says "Behold, I make all things new" (Revelation 21:5). And, if this deepest 
need is the need we resolve to mind, Elder Amiliano's words about interpreting Holy Scripture may strike us as wise and 
true indeed. 
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Simonopetra Monastery, Athos, Greece.  
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Save the Date 
 

Sunday Evening 

December 6, 2015 
St. Paul UMC 

 

Wesley Bell Ringers  

Christmas Concert 



St Paul is… 

Date Speaker 

10/4 Sherry Thompson 

10/11 Pastor Carol 

10/18 Sam Loftin 

10/25 Pastor Carol 

Sermon Schedule 

October 2015 

The focus of their work is to save the lives of 

Christians whom are suffering from the 

‘Blasphemy Laws,’ aiding relatives of martyred 

families, women and children who are victims 

of rape.  They aid the most severe cases. 



. 

Pre-Meeting at 5:30  
with District Superintendent 

Sione Tukutau, Chair of SPRC, 
and Lay Leaders. 

 

We will be voting on the active membership list, lay leadership, church budget and other 
important documents.  Everyone is welcome to attend, however only members may vote. 
 


