
Some of you may be familiar with the movie, “O Brother Where art 
Thou”.  It is certainly one of my favorites!  The movie is set in rural 
Mississippi during the Great Depression of the 1930’s.  There is a scene 
early on in the movie where Delmar O’Donnell , an escaped  convict 
running from the law,  hears a group of people singing, “Down to the 
River to Pray”, also sung by Alison Krauss.  The choir members are 
walking as a group through the trees toward a river while they sing the 
song. He then is invited by one of the woman in the choir to join them.  

Upon seeing the group of people lined up to be baptized, he rushes to 
the front of the line to be saved!  I enjoy Delmar’s enthusiasm for 
receiving cleansing and the beginning of a new life in Baptism.  After he 
is baptized, he comes slogging back through the water to the shore and 
tells his companions and fellow escapees Everett and Pete:  
 

    DELMAR 

  Well that's it boys, I been redeemed!   
  The preacher warshed away all my  
  sins and transgressions. It's the  
  straight-and-narrow from here on out  
  and heaven everlasting's my reward! 
 

    EVERETT 

  Delmar what are you talking  
  about? - We got bigger fish to fry- 
 

    DELMAR 

  Preacher said my sins are warshed  
  away, including that Piggly Wiggly I  
  knocked over in Yazoo! 
 

    EVERETT 

  I thought you said you were innocent  
  of those charges. 
 

    DELMAR 

  Well I was lyin' - and I'm proud to  
  say that that sin's been warshed  
  away too!  Neither God nor man's got  
  nothin' on me now! Come on in, boys,  
  the water's fine! 

(Continued on page 2) 
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After hearing this, his companion Pete decides to get 
baptized as well. I just love Delmar’s excitement, his 
enthusiasm!  Although it may not have been the intent 
of the movie makers when they made it, this is a 
wonderful story about God’s calling us to be a part of 
his family.  It is a story of God’s grace and forgiveness!  
It is a story about changing our lives because we are a 
child of God.  It is a story about the community of 
faith as well.   

This scene reminds me of the Scripture reading from 
Acts 8:26-40.  Philip meets a eunuch who is reading 
from the prophet Isaiah, and begins to explain the 
meaning to him.  Along the road they find water, and 
the eunuch, jumps out of the chariot and says:  “Look! 
Water! What would keep me from being baptized?”  
This is seems is the same enthusiasm for being 
baptized that Delmar was exhibiting! 

I just love the final words from this scene, by Delmar, 
“Come on in boys, the water’s fine.”   

“Come on in boys, the water’s fine.” is an invitation 
that we can offer to those who wish to be Baptized.   
The water at Baptism serves as an outward and visual 
sign of the cleanings of our sins, and in joining the 
Christian Community as a child of God. 

My friends in Christ, remember your Baptism and be 
thankful! 

  — Pastor Carol 

(Continued from page 1) 

 



 For those who continue to work so 

hard to make St. Paul UMC viable. 
Thank You! 

 For the life of our church and those we 

are missing on Sundays. You are in our 
thoughts and prayers.  

 For all whose lives are in transition.   

 For our family and friends who have yet 

to feel the love of Christ. 

 Healing for those in our world who are 

affected by disasters whether natural or 
manmade. 

 For Peaceful resolution to war. For the 
soldiers and their families. 

  For Christians around the world who 
are being persecuted for their beliefs. 

 For Jim & Robyn Burningham, their 

daughters Halley and Gweine, and their 
mother Susan as they mourn the loss of 
their son, brother, & grandson, Bradly. 

 For the love and support of our Church 

family. 

 For the pure joy of seeing our members at 

Bible study, at worship and in fellowship 
every Sunday. 

 That we live in a country where we are free 

to be Christians. 

 That Jesus gave his life so we could be 

saved. 

No Strings Attached 
By Steve Goodier at Life Support System  

 
 

How important is it to offer our love, especially to those 
closest to us, with no strings attached?   

Ernest Hemingway wrote a poignant short story called 
“The Capital of the World.” In it he tells about a Spanish 
father who wants to reconcile with his son who has run 
away to Madrid. In order to locate the boy he takes out 
this ad in the El Liberal newspaper: "Paco, meet me at the 
Hotel Montana at noon on Tuesday. All is forgiven. Love, 
Papa."  

Paco is a common name in Spain, and when the father 
goes to the square he finds 800 young men named Paco 
waiting for their fathers.  

What drew them to the hotel? As Hemingway tells it, it 
was the words “All is forgiven.” I notice that the father did 
not say, “All WILL BE forgiven IF you do this or that.” 
Not, “All WILL BE forgiven WHEN you do such and 
such.” He simply says, “All is forgiven.” No strings 
attached.  

And that’s the hard part – un-attaching the strings. 
Wiktionary tells us that the origin of the expression “no 
strings attached” may go back to ancient times when 
documents were written on parchment that were rolled 
up and secured with a string. The Babylonian Talmud in 
Tractate Bava Metzi'a tells of a man who gives his wife a 
bill of divorce on such a parchment, but holds onto the 
string so that he can snatch it back, should he choose to 
do so. The divorce, therefore, is not considered valid since 
he will not give it freely. Similarly, love, forgiveness or 
friendship that is given with strings and conditions 
attached are a sham and not valid, since they can be 
snatched back at any time. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Abundance of the Heart 2015 

October 2 - 8-9:00 am 

 

2015 marks our 20th Anniversary of Operations, and we are so excited to have been able to partner with so 

many faith communities, volunteers, donors and allied agencies who helped us get to where we are today. 

Emcee, Utah State Rep., Brian King, will be honoring the founders of Family Promise - Salt Lake, Rev. Roger 

Anderson and Vicki & Bob Neumann. 

 

For questions or to rsvp please contact Tony Milner at 801-961-8622 or tony@fpsl.org 

Your attendance & support is greatly appreciated.  

An unknown author beautifully portrays the possibilities of no-strings-attached love in this heartfelt story titled 
“The Rock.” 

As she grew older her teenage daughter became increasingly rebellious. It culminated late one night 
when the police arrested her daughter for drunk driving. Mom had to go to the police station to pick 
her up. 
They didn’t speak until the next afternoon. 

Mom broke the tension by giving her a small gift- wrapped box. Her daughter nonchalantly opened it 
and found a little rock inside.  

She rolled her eyes and said, “Cute, Mom, what’s this for?” 
“Read the card,” Mom instructed. 

Her daughter took the card out of the envelope and read it. Tears started to trickle down her cheeks. 
She got up and lovingly hugged her mom as the card fell to the floor. 

On the card were these words: “This rock is more than 200,000,000 years old. That is how long it will 
take before I give up on you.” 

 
This mother is not saying, “I will love you IF…” Instead she says that she will love her daughter forever and 
nothing can change that. No strings attached.  

When we learn to love like that, I think we’ll understand the words of Emmett Fox, who said, “If you could only 
love enough, you could be the most powerful person in the world.”  

~ Steve Goodier 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Mission & Outreach  
Opportunities 

 

 
 

September 6, 2015 [Green] 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 

James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 
September 13, 2015 [Green] 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 

James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

 
September 20, 2015 [Green] 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 
September 27, 2015 [Green] 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 

James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

 
 
 
 



The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) has reported that 

the growing trend among the millennial 

generation is to marry and have children after 

marriage. 

Demographic Intelligence, a Virginia based 

research firm, found that millennials (people born 

between 1980 and 2000) are increasingly tying the 

knot and having children in wedlock. As recently 

as 2010 over 50 percent of children born to 

millennials were born to unmarried parents. But 

this year 59 percent of children born to 

millennials will be to married parents. 

“The narrative about millennials has been they’re 

putting parenthood before marriage, [and] never 

going to get married,” Sam Sturgeon, president of 

Demographic Intelligence, told the WSJ. “Now 

that the cohort is in the middle of their 20s, from 

here on out you’re going to see a lot of millennial 

marriages and a lot of millennial married births.” 

His firm projects that by 2025 the share of births 

to millennials who are married will be 77 percent. 

“Millennials are more accepting of cohabitation 

and more open to the idea of children being 

raised outside marriage,” Kim Parker, director of 

social trends at Pew Research Center, told WSJ. 

However, those arrangements are apparently not 

what the majority of millennials are actually 

opting for. 

Numerous studies have demonstrated that 

children born to cohabitating unwed parents or 

single parents are more likely to face major 

obstacles than children born to parents who are 

married and reside in the same household. Their 

social environments are less stable. They are less 

likely to receive a high school diploma. And their 

chances of living in poverty are considerably 

higher than children with married parents living 

in the home. 

Given the devastation visited upon millions of 

children born out of wedlock since the 1960s, is it 

possible millennials have noted the trials that 

come with single parenting and have recognized 

that giving birth to and raising children in 

wedlock is the way to go? 

An additional finding by Demographic 

Intelligence possibly lends credence to this 

hypothesis. It notes that more millennial women 

are postponing having children until their 20s or 

early 30s and doing so after marriage. The report 

also noted “the coming wave of millennial births 

will increasingly come from the college educated” 

who are more likely to avoid raising children in 

poverty. 

There are many good reasons for the church to 

continue the fight for its traditional view of 

marriage. First and foremost, its view is anchored 

in Scripture and the teachings of the church 

universal for nearly 2,000 years. It is also the case 

that raising children in wedlock is better for 

children and society in general. 

Given this new research on millennials the 

church has an opportunity and a great 

responsibility. First, many of the millennials 

planning to marry in the next 10 years will want a 

traditional church wedding or least the 

participation of Christian clergy. This gives 

pastors the opportunity to reinforce church 

teachings through pre-marital counseling. 

Second, the church must work harder to find 

authentic ways to welcome both single parents 

and their children and same-sex couples and 

their children, while still staying true to its 

values. Marginalizing people will help no one. 

By Walter Fenton - August 21, 2015 - Good News Leave a Comment 
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St Paul is… 

Date Speaker 

9/6 Sam Loftin 

9/13 Pastor Carol 

9/20 Afton Babecki 

9/27 Pastor Carol 

Sermon Schedule 

September 2015 

The focus of their work is to save the lives of 

Christians whom are suffering from the 

‘Blasphemy Laws,’ aiding relatives of martyred 

families, women and children who are victims 

of rape.  They aid the most severe cases. 



"CROP Hunger Walk!"  

Sunday, September 14, 2014, 1:30p  

Liberty Park (NE Corner), SLC, UT 

Church World Service, "CROP Hunger Walks" are 
interfaith, charitable walking events in the U.S. to 
end hunger abroad, and locally. 

25% of all proceeds will go to  

Family Promise - Salt Lake &  

Crossroads Urban Center! 

Get your congregation, youth groups, friends, family, neighbors, your kids, their bikes, your dogs, 
some good shoes, and get ready to WALK!  

Come on Salt Lake Valley,  
let’s have a great turn-out and have some fun for an impactful cause!  

Sign-Up Online:  

http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR/2014FallCROPHungerWalk/TR-Fall2014?pg=entry&fr_id=19604 

 

Thank you for walking in partnership with people around the world & 
around the block...See you at Liberty Park on the 14th! 

. 

Pre-Meeting at 5:30  
with District Superintendent 

Sione Tukutau, Chair of SPRC, 
and Lay Leaders. 

 

We will be voting on the active membership list, lay leadership, church budget and other 
important documents.  Everyone is welcome to attend, however only members may vote. 
 

http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR/2014FallCROPHungerWalk/TR-Fall2014?pg=entry&fr_id=19604

