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In preparation for my Course of Study classes at Claremont Theological 
School, one of my assignments (one of many!) is to read and reflect upon 
a book titled “Wesley and the People Called Methodists,” by Richard P. 
Heitzenrater, who is Professor at Duke University Divinity School. 
 
I thought I would share with you what I have learned so far.  I am doing 
this not only to help me with my homework, but because I believe that 
we as Methodist have forgotten ‐ or perhaps never knew ‐ some of the 
history.  What makes Methodists different from other religious 
denominations?  What is our unique history that makes us stand out?  
Who were the people involved in the early makings of Methodism?   
 
The Wesleyan movement in the eighteenth century is not just a 
description of spreading the organization, developing theology, and a 
developing missions, it is the story of the Methodist people whom John 
Wesley spent time with and not only developed his own spiritual 
development but also a spiritual revival in others. 
 
Many of the ideas and practices that eventually were incorporated into 
Methodism came from other people; that is, not all of the practices and 
ideas came strictly from Wesley. 
 
I have enjoyed reading about John Wesley because I can relate to his 
struggles with his own salvation, my own unbelief at times, and my 
calling as a disciple of Christ 
.  
In the spring of 1738, John Wesley preached a sermon titled “Salvation by 
Faith.” This sermon brought together a combination of not only his 
Aldersgate experience, (which I will share a few paragraphs down) but 
also a need of the people for spiritual revival.  The Reformation of the 
Church in England in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries also 
contributed to the ideas, theology, and practices of early Methodism. 
 
King Henry VIII took the first step in separating the English Church 
from the Roman Church by establishing it under the monarchy.  As the 
Anglican Church moved further from the Roman church, changes were 
needed to help the Church in this endeavor.  As early as 1595, a man by 
the name of Richard Hooker attempted to provide the Church with his 
writing of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity (1595). In this writing we find 
his model for mediating on the tradition of the Church of England.  
These are Scripture, being the main source of discernment, Tradition 

(Continued on page 2) 



(the early authority of the church), and Reason, 
meaning the credibility of the doctrine or source.   
 
To some of you this model might sound familiar.  John 
Wesley later would add one more mediating step to 
this model, which is, Experience through holiness and 
happiness.   We know this as the Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral. 

As the Reformation was occurring and various 
religious groups could not always agree with the 
established Church of England, the Act of Toleration 
(1689) was written for those who could not follow all 
the articles of the Church. The Act allowed for 
nonconformist believers and groups to exist legally 
under certain conditions.  John Wesley parents both 
were raised as nonconformists but later chose to 
convert to the Church of England. 
 
Within 20 years, a religious organization had 
established itself within the structure of the Church of 
England.  This movement gave rise to a centralized 
organization referred to as the Society of Promoting 
Christian Knowledge (SPCK). This model was used 
for local societies throughout England.  Samuel Wesley 
(John’s father), who was rector of the Epworth parish, 
became involved in this movement, and sometime 
later John Wesley became a member of the SPCK.   
These were small groups of lay persons gathering 
together in homes for Bible study and prayer.  The 
mission of these Christians included concern to the 
poor, ignorant, and the sick and elderly.  
 
Susanna Wesley is traditionally given much of the 
credit for raising and nurturing her sons Charles and 
John in a devotional life; however both parents had 
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In 1725, John Wesley started a new direction in his life 
and began to change by practicing piety; and began a 
spiritual and intellectual pilgrimage.  This search led 
him to tie together the perfectionism of Pietism, the 
moralism of the Puritans, and the devotionalism of 
the mystics in an approach that allowed them to fit 
within the Church of England and in compliance with 
the Church of England.    
 
Although it is difficult to pinpoint when exactly 
Methodism started, John Wesley in his book of the 
history of the Methodists, titled Ecclesiastical History 
(1781), gives three stages of the rise of Methodism 
prior to 1739; these are Oxford, Georgia, and London. 
 
While at Oxford, John Wesley began to keep a diary as 
a record and measure based upon holy living as 
adopted from Jeremy Taylor.  Some historians suggest 
that this, plus his study for holy orders in 1725, marks 
his conversion.  A small band of friends gathered 
together for study, prayer, and religious conversation, 
and also attended the Sacrament regularly.  In 
addition they kept track of their lives by daily 
notations in a diary.  They became known as the 
“Sacramentarians”.  This would become Oxford 
Methodism.  
 
Over 40 persons were associated with Oxford 
Methodism in the five years of the Wesley’s at Oxford, 
these representing eight colleges, and also a group in 
town led my Miss Potter.  One of the more important 
figures was Benjamin Ingraham who became an active 
participant in the groups and spent time and energy 
helping the poor. 
 
The Second Rise of Methodism was the establishment 
of groups in Georgia that were similar to the ones at 
Oxford. 
 
John Wesley struggled with his faith on the ship to 
America during storms. He was so impressed with the 
calmness of the Moravian passenger’s faith at a time of 
potential death that he began to seek them out and 
learn about their theology through August 
Spangenberg, the Moravian leader. 
 
John doesn’t spend that much time in Georgia due to 
a series of events. However, the positive effects of the 
Georgia escapades include the fact that God had 
humbled him and showed him what was in his heart. 
He learned to be cautious, learned to acknowledge 



God’s direction, overcame his fear of the sea, come to 
know others who were God’s servants, learned several 
languages, taught children learn how to serve God, 
and also took steps to teach the African slaves and the 
American Indians. 
 
Upon his return to England, Wesley discovered that 
the Oxford movement has spread to other cities such 
as London, particularly by Whitefield, and a new 
Moravian group from Germany who inspired the 
society groups.  James Hutton, son of a London 
bookseller, played an active leadership role in 
attending several of the societies in London and 
helping to promote the Methodist groups. 
 
John Wesley, finally experiences what he calls the 
assurance of faith, three days after his brother 
Charles experiences his.  This occurred on May 24, 
1738, at a society meeting in Aldersgate, as he was 
listening to Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans. “He felt his heart strangely warmed.” 
 
Wesley continued to struggle with his faith.  It 
appears that Wesley felt that to be a Christian is to 
feel full assurance of faith, without any doubts or fear 
of salvation (the Moravian position); and he does not.   
He understands the rule of the Holy Spirit being 
important both as a source of self‐knowledge, as well 
as a source of outward experience such as fruits of the 
Spirit. 
 
For John Wesley you had to be a “real” Christian or 
not a Christian at all.  He starts to understand the 
difference between what we today as Methodists refer 
to as justification and sanctification grace.    
 
I think I will stop here for this month. I have much 
more to tell you, but in the meantime, if you are 
interested in more about Methodism, I am hosting a 
class in the spring titled “Living as United 
Methodist Christians, Our Story, Our Beliefs and 
Our Lives, written by Andy and Sally Langford.  
Please let me know if you are interested in attending.  
If you have not been confirmed, this would be a great 
class for you. 
 
May the Peace of Christ be with you during this 
season of prayer, fasting, serving, and repenting.  May 
this Lenten season bring you closer to God, and may 
you hear “that still small voice” calling you.  May you 
feel your “heart strangely warmed”!  Amen.  
 

  — P[stor C[rol 

W  T  T  A  U  
 

By	Steve	Goodier	www.LifeSupportSystem.com	

I saw a sign in a church parking lot. It read: "Parking 
for Church Use Only. Violators will be towed." I 
wondered if it might be more effective if some humor 
were used: "Parking for Church Use Only. Violators 
will be baptized and expected to tithe." That should 
clear the lot. 

I heard of one church that posted a sign that read, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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PRAYERS 
JOYS 

CONCERNS 

For those who continue to work so hard 
to make St. Paul UMC viable. Thank 
You! 

For the life of our church and those we 
are missing on Sundays. You are in our 
thoughts and prayers.  

For all whose lives are in transition.   

For our family and friends who have yet 
to feel the love of Christ. 

Healing for those in our world who are 
affected by disasters whether natural or 
manmade. 

For Peaceful resolution to war. For the 
soldiers and their families. 

 For Christians around the world who are 
being persecuted for their beliefs. 

We ask for prayers: 

For the love and support of our Church 
family. 

For the pure joy of seeing our members 
at Bible study, at worship and in 
fellowship every Sunday. 

That we live in a country where we are 
free to be Christians. 

That Jesus gave his life so we could be 
saved. 

We share our Joys: 

"We forgive those who trespass against us; but they will be 
towed all the same." 

We've all had people trespass against us in one way or 
another. And we have each done our share of trespassing. 
The dictionary defines trespassing as any offense, 
transgression or error against others. Trespassing covers a 
huge territory. Though not always intentionally, I know 
I’ve trespassed plenty over the years and more people than 
I can remember have trespassed against me. 

In his book Lee: The Last Years, author Charles Flood 
reports that after the American Civil War, Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee visited a Kentucky lady who took 
him to the remains of a grand old tree in front of her 
house. There she bitterly cried that its limbs and trunk 
had been destroyed by Union artillery fire. She looked to 
Lee for a word condemning the North or at least 
sympathizing with her loss. 

After a brief silence, the general said, "Cut it down, my 
dear Madam, and forget it." He seemed to know that as 
long as she continued to recount her losses, she'd never 
get over them. She had to release the North from her debt 
in order to find anything like happiness again.  

There’s a lot I have had to cut down and forget. I believe 
it’s the only way ahead. It’s the only way to really live after 
loss, hurt or insult. Cut it down and forget it. 

Judith Wallerstein studied and wrote for years about the 
lives of people who experienced divorce. At first she was 
surprised to discover how long feelings of anger and hurt 
lingered after a divorce.  Even ten years after papers were 
signed, Wallerstein noted that many former husbands and 
wives were still just as angry at one another as in the 
beginning.  It’s as if they gazed every day in contempt 
upon the grand old tree that used to be their relationship, 
now scarred and irreparably damaged, and used the ritual 
to feed their bitterness. She noticed that some former 
spouses, years after a separation, still recited in detail 
negative violations and trespasses of the other.  The 
problem? These unhappy people were trapped 
emotionally by their anger and bitterness.  

People will always trespass against us. But there comes a 
time to cut the tree down and forget it. For in the end, I’ve 
discovered that only when I fully release others from my 
debt am I able to build the happy and productive life I 
want. And though cutting that tree down is rarely my first 
impulse, but it is my best final response to those who 
trespass against me.  

  — St_v_ Goo^i_r 
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Please join us Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. for coffee, fellowship 

and bible study!  

Jeremiah & Lamentations 
Led by Pastor Carol 

 

Books are available through Carol 
with an $11 donation that will be 
greatly appreciated. Books are not 

necessary to join the group. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY 

Coming Up… 
 

Ezekiel & Daniel 
Led by Sherry Thompson 

 
 

Books are available through Carol 
with an $11 donation that will be 
greatly appreciated. Books are not 

necessary to join the group. 



F_\ru[ry 22, 2015  

Potlu]k Sun^[y  

Com_ On_ & @ll! 

Please join us each Sunday  

10 a.m. Sunday school 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 p.m. Fellowship and refreshments 

 
If you haven’t been to church in a 

while, we’d love to see you!  

E[st_r Sun^[y 

@pril 5, 2015 

When Jesus Comes To Visit 

Eugene Brush 

Long ago, there lived a very righteous man. He prayed 
every morning when he arose from bed. He prayed at 
midday when he ate his meal. He prayed every 
evening just before retiring to bed. In all of his 
prayers, he wanted the Lord to visit his house, so he 
could look upon the Lord’s face and to serve him. 

One cold dark night with a snow storm raging outside, 
the man knelt as usual and said his prayer. He crawled 
into bed and covered up. As he lay there a voice came 
to him, saying that the LORD would visit this house 
tomorrow. Needless to say that there was no more 
sleeping for that night. He arose to prepare his house 
to meet the LORD. He prepared a meal fit for a king. 
Then he dressed in his 
finest clothes. 

As he looked around to see 
if everything was in order 
and ready for the Lord, the 
dawn was just arriving. As 
he was sitting there 
thinking about the visit of 
the Lord and wondering at 
what time the Lord would 
come, a knock came on 
the door. At last the Lord 
had come, he could look 
upon the Lord’s face and 
serve Him. 

He rushed to the door to throw it wide open to 
welcome the Lord. As the door opened there stood an 
old man. The old man was dressed in rags, with rags 
wrapped around his feet. The old man was bent over, 
and walked with a cane. The old man said, “Sir, I am 
cold and hungry. I wonder if I may come in and sit by 
the fire and have a bite to eat?” The man stood there 
in shock at first because he had been expecting the 
Lord. Then he said “Come in, sit by the fire, the Lord 
is to come to this house today and I have prepared a 
meal for Him, but I am sure that the Lord would not 
care if I gave you some of it. There is plenty.” So he 
prepared a place at the table for the old man. As the 
old man ate, the man noticed the condition of the old 
man’s clothing. The old man told that he had been on 
a long journey but he was getting close to the end. 
The old man said that he had neither time nor money 
to purchase better clothes. The man said “I have a 
good warm coat that I have no need of and a good pair 

(Continued on page 7) 



of shoes to keep your feet warm.” The old man 
accepted the gifts, thanked the man, blessed the 
house and departed. 

The man again straightened his house to accept the 
Lord. When he had finished, it was about midday. The 
man was beginning to wonder when the Lord was 
going to arrive because 
the day was half over. 
At that moment there 
was a knock on the 
door. Again the man 
rushed to the door to 
welcome the Lord. He 
threw open the door, 
there stood a woman 
with a heavy load of 
wood on her back. The 
woman said, “Sir, I am 
tired and cold. May I 
come in and sit by the 
fire and rest?” The man 
welcomed her and 
helped her put down 
her heavy load. He sat 
her by the fire and 
prepared a place at the 
table for her. As they 
talked she told him that 
she was a widow, with 
several children. She 
just lived down the road. It had snowed the night 
before so she had set out early to find wood to heat 
with. The snow made the job take longer than usual 
and not wanting to have to search for wood soon 
again, she had collected more than she should have 
carried. The man told her that after she had rested 
and warmed that he would divide the load and help 
carry it to her house, which he gladly did. Upon seeing 
her safely home he hurried back to his house in case 
the Lord had arrived. When the man arrived home, 
the Lord was not there. The man sat his house back in 
order for the Lord. 

When he finished, it was getting dark outside. The 
man said to himself, “The Lord said that he would visit 

(Continued from page 6) 

this house today and the day is almost over. I so 
wanted to look upon his face and to serve Him.” At 
that moment there came a knock upon the door. At 
last the LORD has come. He rushed to the door, 
threw it open. There stood a small boy, crying. The 
boy said “Sir, I am lost and I am cold.” The man 
replied, “Come in, come in!”. He sat the boy by the 

fire and prepared a 
place at the table for 
him. The boy told that 
he had went out to 
play in the snow, but 
the darkness caught 
him and that he did 
not know the way 
home. Upon learning 
the boy’s name the 
man said, “I know 
where you live and I 
will take you home, as 
soon as you are warm.” 
The man saw the boy 
safely home. The 
parents wanted to 
entertain the man for 
his good deed, but the 
man told them that the 
Lord was to visit his 
house today and he 
wanted to hurry home 

in case the Lord had arrived. 

When the man arrived home, it was dark and the 
Lord was not there. The man set about straightening 
up so he could go to bed. The Lord was not coming. 
He knelt to pray as usual. He asked the Lord why He 
had tarried. “You said that you would visit this house 
today and I so wanted to look upon your face and to 
serve you. A voice came to him saying, “Three times I 
knocked on your door, three times you took me in, 
you sat me by the fire and prepared a place at the 
table for me. Three times you served me, you gave me 
warm clothes, you helped me bear a heavy load, you 
saw me safely home when I was lost.” 

Friends can destroy each other, 
       but a loving friend can stick closer than family. 

~Proverbs 18:24 



One Great 

Hour Of 

Sharing 

Sunday, 

March 15 

March 

29th 



New	Course	Dates:		
 April	1	‐	May	13,	2015	

 May	13	‐	June	24,	2015	

 June	17	‐	July	29,	2015	

 July	22	‐	September	2,	2015	

 September	30	‐	November	11,	2015	

 November	4	‐	December	16,	2015	
	

A	 certi icate	 of	 completion	 and	 .5	 ALLLM	 CEU	 are	
awarded	to	those	meeting	the	requirements	
	
Cost:	$9.99	
	
This	 online	 course	 is	 designed	 for	 new	 United	
Methodists	 and	 anyone	 wanting	 to	 know	more	 about	
the	 denomination.	 	 	 Are	 you	 a	 lifelong	 or	 long‐term	
Methodist?	You	may	be	surprised	at	what	you	can	learn	
about	 our	 denomination.	 The	 course	 includes	 4	
modules	 that	 contain	 many	 interactive	 features.	 Each	
module	takes	about	1	hour	to	complete.	You	can	move	
through	the	modules	at	your	own	pace.	
	
How	to	Register	
A	limited	number	of	virtual	seats	are	available	for	this	
course	 and	 are	 irst	 come,	 irst	 serve.	 Seats	 will	 no	
longer	be	available	after	 the	course	 is	 full	or	once	 the	
course	 begins.	 Click	 here	 to	 register	 for	 the	 next	
available	 course	 or	 visit	 www.UMCom.org/learn/
united‐Methodism‐101	for	more	information.	
	
What	will	I	learn?	
This	course	is	divided	into	4	parts.	In	the	course,	you’ll	
explore	the	following	areas	of	interest:	

 United	Methodist	History	

 Theology	&	Beliefs	of	the	United	Methodist	Church	

 Organization	and	Governance	

 Present	and	Future	Challenges	
	
What	can	I	expect?		
This	 course	 is	 interactive.	 You	 can	move	 at	 your	 own	
pace.	 We	 use	 discussion	 forums,	 quizzes	 and	 other	
activities	for	a	class	that’s	engaging	and	hands‐on.	

LECTIONARY  
SCHEDULE 

 
 

March 1, 2015 [Purple] 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22 
Romans 4:13-25  

Mark 8:31-38 
 

March 8, 2015 [Purple] 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25  
John 2:13-22 

 
March 15, 2015 [Purple] 

4th Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107 
Ephesians 2:1-10  

John 3:14-21 
 

March 22, 2015 [Purple] 
5th Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51 
Hebrews 5:5-10  
John 12:20-33 

 
March 29, 2015 [Purple] 

Palm Sunday 
Mark 11:1-11 

Psalm 118 
Isaiah 50:4-9  

Psalm 31 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 14:1 - 15:47 

 

The Lord is compassionate, merciful, 

patient, and always ready to forgive. 

~Psalm 103:8 



Mission & Outr_[]h  
Opportuniti_s 

 
 

The Bucket of Love  
 Bucket of love proceeds collected through March 
29 will contribute to a much needed new roof for 
St Paul 
 
Crossroads Urban Center Food Pantry  
347 S. 400 E.  
 
February needs:  Canned Beans; Chili; Pork & 
Beans  
 
Crossroads Thrift Store 
1385 W Indiana Ave (850 S)  
 
February needs:  Men’s Pants; Pots & Pans 
 
*Family Promise 
Needs:  Prepaid Gift Cards to shops like Payless 
Shoes, Target, etc.; Cleaning supplies; Small 
appliances; Strollers,  high chairs, car seats. 
 
*Homeless Youth Resource Center   
Urgent needs:  Personal Hygiene Items - deodorant, 
razors, feminine products; Tents, Tarps, Sleeping 
Bags; non-perishable Food 
 
*UMCOR West 
Supplies for School Kits, Health Kits, and Layette 
Kits.  These items can be found at UMCOR.org/
kits.  
 

*these items can be brought to St. Paul’s and we will 
deliver them to the respective organization. 

@pril 3, 2015 

6:00 pm 

Musi] \y Sotto Vo]_ 

R_[^_rs N__^_^… 

s__ P[stor C[rol for ^_t[ils 

 

Want to know about the  
United Methodist’s story, beliefs, and lives?  

Haven’t been confirmed?  
This is the class for you! 

 

Sign up for a 1-day Class coming this Spring… 
date to be determined based on the needs of those who sign up. 



St P[ul is… 

A church that teaches the word of God as it is 

written in the Bible 

A church that believes the truth lies in the 

teachings of the Bible – even when that truth 

is unpopular 

A church that believes the church should play an 

important role in supporting its local 

community 

  A church that believes all who want to worship 

God and live a “Christ Like Life” are welcome 

through its doors 

Through prayer and by the grace of God, we will 

reach out to those who are seeking a relationship 

with God.  We will guide them in their spiritual 

growth by teaching the word of God, as it is written 

in the Bible, during our compassionate worship 

services which are delivered in the spirit of 

Wesleyan tradition.  We will further support their 

growth by actively providing spiritual support 

If you are not already part of our 
church family, 

We would like to invite you to join us 
and become a part of  

St. Paul’s growth. 

Date Speaker 

3/1 Sam Loftin 

3/8 Pastor Carol 

2/15 Pastor Carol 

3/22 Pastor Carol 

3/29 Sherry Thompson 


