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What a wonderful Year! 

I believe that it is pretty typical for us to look back over the past year and 
see what we have accomplished, how much we have grown together in 
Christ, and of course look forward to the coming year. 

As, I look back over 2014, I am so awed and honored to be a part of the 
community of faithful members of St. Paul United Methodist Church. 
Let me take a moment to remind us all of some of things that we have 
accomplished this year.   ∾ $5,143.83 was sent to our conference for Wider Missions ($829.00 was 

given for Special Sundays and UMCOR.) ∾ $281 was given to the Under Ground Railroad to help eliminate sex 
trafficking of young children. ∾ $180.was raised for our church’s  Evangelism fund. ∾ Over 639 lbs. of food was collected for Crossroads Urban Center for 
the Golden Celery Contest, for which we won 2nd place! ∾ $1,365 was given to the Handi-Jo Dolloft –Holt Trust to help her and 
her family through difficult times due to her illness. ∾ $314 was given to the Wounded Warrior Project. ∾ Over 100 goodie bags for the homeless were given out throughout 
the valley and now other churches are copying this idea! ∾ Many, many bags of clothing and household items were given to 
Crossroads Thrift Store. ∾ $1,500 plus was raised during our annual Christmas Bazaar and Fund 
Raiser. ∾ $500.00 was given from our Good Samaritan Fund to assist the Lions 
Club in their Sub for Santa project for the needy in the town of 
Copperton. ∾ For Thanksgiving, overnight, we collected a car load of food for a 
woman and her companion in Copperton who both lost their jobs. ∾ We help raise $200 and a car load of pet food and pet supplies for the 
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Cubbies Cause for Paws which provides Pet Food to the Utah AIDS Foundation 
Food Bank, at the Lesson and Carols performance by Sotto Voce. ∾ We collected over $500.00 at the Christ United Methodist Church’s Wesley Bell 
Ringers concert held at our church for their scholarship fund. ∾ Our first annual (I hope now a yearly event) SCUG’em project where we 
collected several boxes of socks, coats, underwear and gloves for the Crossroads 
Food Pantry and Crossroads Thrift Store.  They were delivered on December 22! ∾ We collected $193 lbs. of food during our Souper Bowl of Caring, this food was 
given to Crossroads food Pantry.  (I still feel bad that the Broncos lost though!) ∾ And finally--- Our church family spent lots of their time and money and talents 
on cleaning, decorating, maintaining and upgrading our church building and 
outdoor yard.  It is easy to forget all the efforts that people made this year to 
make our church home an attractive and inviting place to gather because they are done quietly, without any 
fanfare. 

Wow!  That is quite impressive!  I am so proud to serve such a wonderful and generous congregation.  And I am 
reminded of the words from the Apostle Paul:   

In 2 Corinthians  9: 7-9, we read:  

Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldn’t give with hesitation or because of 
pressure. God loves a cheerful giver. 8 God has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of 
grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to provide more than enough for 
every kind of good work. 9 As it is written, He scattered everywhere; he gave to the needy; his righteousness 
remains forever. Amen. 

Last January, in our newsletter, I said that I thought God was calling us to do more in 
2014.  We certainly have done that, haven’t we!? 

People may hesitate to give generously to God because they worry about having 
enough money left over to meet their own needs.  Paul assured the Corinthians that 
God was able to meet their needs.  The person who gives only a little will receive only 
a little in return.  Don’t let the lack of faith keep you from giving cheerfully and 
generously. Let us remember then, that all we have, is given to us by God, to do his 
will for it.  Our money and our resources are not “OURS” they are God’s and we are 
only the stewards.  So here is a tough question, how are you doing with taking care of 
what God has entrusted you with? 

The former Bishop Brown, of the Rocky Mountain Conference once said to the 
Pastors.  “Do not try to control someone else’s wallet or pocket book.  Freely open up opportunities to members so 
that they may give where their heart tells them to give.” (paraphrased)  That was several years ago, and I still 
remember it well, because it spoke to me as your Pastor.  I often felt apprehensive sharing about the continuing 
requests for your resources.  It has provided me with the freedom to announce these opportunities and leave it 
up to God to touch your heart!  And so he has! 

Remember that a giving attitude is more important than the amount given.  The person who can give only a 
small gift shouldn’t be embarrassed.  God is concerned about how a person gives from his or her resources.  This 
is supported by the Gospel of Mark 12:41-44. 
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PRAYERS 
JOYS 

CONCERNS 

For those who continue to work so hard 
to make St. Paul UMC viable. Thank 
You! 

For the life of our church and those we 
are missing on Sundays. You are in our 
thoughts and prayers.  

For all whose lives are in transition.   

For our family and friends who have yet 
to feel the love of Christ. 

Healing for those in our world who are 
affected by disasters whether natural or 
manmade. 

For Peaceful resolution to war. For the 
soldiers and their families. 

 For Christians around the world who are 
being persecuted for their beliefs. 

We ask for prayers: 

For the love and support of our Church 
family. 

For the pure joy of seeing our members 
at Bible study, at worship and in 
fellowship every Sunday. 

That we live in a country where we are 
free to be Christians. 

That Jesus gave his life so we could be 
saved. 

We share our Joys: 

 

“Many are the plans in a 
person’s heart; but it is the 
Lord’s purpose that prevails” 

- Proverbs 19:21 

Let us remember during 2015, 
our commitment that we made 
to our congregation when we 
join the United Methodist 
church.  “As members of this 
congregation, you faithfully 
participate in its ministries, by 
your prayers, your presence, you 
gifts, and your service.” 

All of these are important, and 
needed to support St. Paul in 

its ministries.  I thank each and every one of you for all 
that you have done for our church and our community 
of faith, and I will continue to pray that we will act 
when God touches our hearts once again in 2015.   —	Pastor	Carol	
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Life Touch will be at  
St. Paul UMC to take 

Church Directory  
Pictures 

 
January 23rd 

1:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
& 

January 24 
10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. 

 
A complimentary 8 x10 will be  given! 

 
We want everyone included, so save the 

date now! 



J[nu[ry 25, 2015  

Potlu]k Sun^[y  

Com_ On_ & @ll! 

Please join us each Sunday  

10 a.m. Sunday school 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 p.m. Fellowship and refreshments 

 
If you haven’t been to church in a 

while, we’d love to see you!  

Please join us Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. for coffee, fellowship 

and bible study!  

Jeremiah & Lamentations 
Led by Pastor Carol 

 

Books are available through Carol 
with a $11 donation that will be 

greatly appreciated. Books are not 
necessary to join the group. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY 

Expect a Masterpiece 
 By Steve Goodier www.LifeSupportSystem.com 
 

"When love and skill work together; 
expect a masterpiece." -- John Ruskin 
 
It was reported that one man was killed and another 
wounded in the Philippines when a fight broke out 
at a karaoke bar in Manila over the quality of the 
singing. The fighting evidently broke out when a 
group of drinkers claimed the man at the 
microphone was singing out of tune. Many karaoke 
clubs in the country have already removed Frank 
Sinatra's "My Way" from their play lists because of 
fistfights as the song was being performed. There 
was apparently no tolerance to let them sing it "their 
way." 
 
While it's true that some people perhaps believe 
themselves to be talented in ways they clearly are 
not, that is not the case with most of us. People 
frequently lament that they have little or no talent; 
that they possess no "gifts" or unique abilities. Too 
many of us see ourselves as having little to 
contribute beyond our jobs. Too often we feel that 
we will make little difference in this world because 
we have nothing to offer. 
 
But then there's a young woman I read about named 
Mary. Mary has Down syndrome. She is a volunteer 
teacher at a school she herself attended many years 
ago. Mary works with 2- and 3-year-olds, some of 
whom are developmentally delayed and some are 
not. Among other tasks, she helps with puzzles, 
reads stories and teaches her students a variety of 

(Continued on page 5) 

Image by Barnaby Wasson  



athletic activities. "We care about little kids here," she 
says. "We set examples for them." 
 
Mary does not say that she has nothing to offer; she 
knows better. And I suspect she knows that it does 
not matter WHAT talents and abilities any of us has, 
but what we DO with them that counts. 
 
John Ruskin correctly says, "When love and skill work 
together; expect a masterpiece." Mary takes what skill 
she has, combines it with a heart full of love, and gives 
it away as a masterpiece.  
 
Now … who can't do that?  

— St_v_ Goo^i_r 
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January 4 

Join us in taking down the Christmas 
decorations… 

 

Bring an unwanted or unneeded gift to 
exchange or give away to others. 

LECTIONARY  
SCHEDULE 

 
 

January 4, 2015 [White] 
Epiphany of the Lord Sunday 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

January 11, 2015 [White] 
Baptism of the Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 

Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 

January 18, 2015 [Green] 
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 
Psalm 139 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:46-51 

January 25, 2015 [Green] 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

Volunteers Needed to help at  “A United Methodist Thrift Store” 
 

Thursday’s & Friday’s from 10:00 – 7:00 or Saturday’s from 10:00 – 5:00 
 

(Any or all of the hours in full or part would be welcome. No experience necessary, training provided, 
gratitude showered!)  

4270 West 5415  / South Kearns, UT 84118  
801-888-7170  



Mission & Outr_[]h  
Opportuniti_s 

 

The Bucket of Love  
 Bucket of love proceeds collected through March 
29 will contribute to a much needed new roof for St 
Paul 
 
Crossroads Urban Center Food Pantry  
347 S. 400 E.  
 
January needs:  Baby Formula; Beans (canned and 
dry); canned Fruit, Meat, Vegetables and Soup 
 
Crossroads Thrift Store 
1385 W Indiana Ave (850 S)  
 
January needs:  Blankets, Towels, Sheets, Coats, 
Children’s Clothing 
 
*Family Promise 
Needs:  Prepaid Gift Cards to shops like Payless 
Shoes, Target, etc.; Cleaning supplies; Small 
appliances; Strollers,  high chairs, car seats. 
 
*Homeless Youth Resource Center   
Urgent needs:  Personal Hygiene Items - deodorant, 
razors, feminine products; Tents, Tarps, Sleeping 
Bags; non-perishable Food 
 
*UMCOR West 
Supplies for School Kits, Health Kits, and Layette 
Kits.  These items can be found at UMCOR.org/kits.  
 

*these items can be brought to St. Paul’s and we will 
deliver them to the respective organization. 

G   Y  L  W  
By Steve Goodier www.LifeSupportSystem.com 

 

It might be more important than 
you realize... 
 
A silly story is told about a farmer who stopped by 
his neighbors' home to let them know them that 
their son was stuck in a mud hole. "How deep is he 
sunk?" the boy's father asked.  
 
"About to his knees," the farmer replied. He looked 
decidedly unconcerned. 
 
"Well," said the father, "only up to his knees -- we've 
got time to set awhile an' jaw before we go."  
 
"I don't think so," the visitor answered. "He's in 
head first."  
     
As ridiculous as it is, the story suggests that there is 
a time to wait and there is a time to act. Wisdom is 
knowing which to do. 
 
Some of us err on the side of jumping in and doing 
without thinking it through first. I have done that 
more than once. I've acted impulsively and regretted 
my haste later. 
 
However, I sometimes catch myself erring on the 
other side. I too often over-think a project or 
problem and put off doing anything about it almost 
indefinitely. Which may not be a problem if I 
postpone a little project around the house or 
reading a particular book on my shelf. The project 
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Where there is Hope,  
there is  Faith. 

Where there is Faith, 

Miracles  
happen. 



Save the Dates 
January 31 

9-1 at Hilltop UMC 

Area Vital Congregation Coordinator,  
Reverend Jeremy Scott,  

will return to Salt Lake City for a second 
time to speak on Vitality.   

  
February 21 

9-4 at Hilltop UMC 
  

Sacred Stones, partially funded by the 
Conference Board of Discipleship, will 

present two all-day workshops: 
 

1. Children’s Ministry  - led by Rev. Nani 
Arning and Rev. Denise Bender 

2. Worship Design - led by Rev. Kerry 
Greenhill 

  
Stay tuned...More details to come. 

and the book will still be there tomorrow. Some 
things can wait with no dire consequences and I 
don't want to be enslaved by my to-do list. 
 
But what if we're talking about something 
important...like fixing a relationship or making 
needed life changes? I call that life work. Though 
usually not urgent, it is some of the most important 
work a person can do. And the cost of putting off 
vital life work is often higher than one might realize. 
Broken relationships that could have been satisfying 
bring heartache. Attitudinal or behavioral changes 
never addressed will impede your personal growth 
and happiness for years. And what about those 
beautiful life dreams never pursued? Life work. 
 
I appreciate these words from writer Og Mandino: 
“To be always intending to make a new and better 
life but never to find time to set about it is as…to put 
off eating and drinking and sleeping from one day to 
the next until you’re dead.” It never seems very 
urgent any particular day, but to leave crucial life 
work behind can be one of the most destructive 
decisions a person can make. 
 
Here is an important question. A year from now how 
will you feel about not beginning that life work you 
may be putting off today? Just beginning it may be all 
that is needed for now. 
 
Since I began this piece with a silly story, let me end 
with another one. A golfer had an absolutely horrible 
day at the links. His ball lay on an anthill and he 
swung viciously with a five-iron. Again and again he 
missed the ball and chopped away at the hill, killing 
ants and sending sand flying through the air. One 
frightened ant turned to another and said in panic, 
“We’d better get on the ball if we want to stay alive!” 
 
And that's the point -- if you have been putting off 
important life work, then this is your nudge to get on 
the ball.  
 
I guarantee this...a year from now you'll be glad you 
did.  

— St_v_ Goo^i_r 
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St P[ul is… 

A church that teaches the word of God as it is 

written in the Bible 

A church that believes the truth lies in the 

teachings of the Bible – even when that truth 

is unpopular 

A church that believes the church should play an 

important role in supporting its local 

community 

  A church that believes all who want to worship 

God and live a “Christ Like Life” are welcome 

through its doors 

Through prayer and by the grace of God, we will 

reach out to those who are seeking a relationship 

with God.  We will guide them in their spiritual 

growth by teaching the word of God, as it is written 

in the Bible, during our compassionate worship 

services which are delivered in the spirit of 

Wesleyan tradition.  We will further support their 

growth by actively providing spiritual support 

If you are not already part of our 
church family, 

We would like to invite you to join us 
and become a part of  

St. Paul’s growth. 

Date Speaker 

1/4 Monica Liberatore 

1/11 Pastor Carol 

1/18 Sherry Thompson 

1/25 Pastor Carol 

 
 

Saturday, January 10 at 1:00 pm 

Pizza for everyone! 

Bring your Lego car to race on our track. 
The Lego car should be a matchbox car 

with Lego attachments.  

Prizes for the winners...Fun for everyone! 

Questions?  
Call Bob or Afton at 801.569.0077 


