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It’s that wonderful time of year again 
 
The first Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2014, marked the beginning of the 
Christian year. The word Advent comes from the Latin verb advenire, which 
means "to come toward, to draw near, to approach."  

This year is Year B of the Liturgical calendar, (Liturgical calendar is widely used 
by Protestants and Catholics which marks the dates for special Sundays and is a 
three year cycle)  which begins with the Gospel of Mark, (Mark 13:24-37) and 
the Second coming of Christ, which we have been talking a lot about over the 
past several weeks.  The second week of Advent, December 7, we will read of 
the events surrounding John the Baptist ministry, of preparing for the coming of 
Jesus.  (Mark 1:1-8)  On December 14 the third week of Advent we will focus on 
the actual ministry of John the Baptist, as he speaks of a Messiah to come. (John 
1:6-8, 19-28). December 21, the Fourth Sunday of Advent 4 brings us to the 
announcement that Mary will be with child (Luke 1:26:38) 

This is the time in our Christian year when we remember and celebrate God's 
drawing near to us in Jesus Christ in the past, in the present, and in the age to 
come. Sometimes Advent has been seen as a season of solemn reflection as we 
await and prepare for the celebration of the Birth of Christ.   

As we preparing of the coming of the Christ child, I would like you to think 
about going about this Christmas season a little bit different.  I would like you 
to consciously think of ways to spread the Good News of the salvation that we 
have in Jesus the Christ.  I would like you to acknowledge that the whole world 
is a place to share this good news.  

The Wesley Study Bible says this on the “World as a Parish” (p 1322): 

   The whole world is our congregation.  When Wesley writes that 
he looks “upon all the world as my parish” (Works, Journals, June 
11, 1739), he is offering an expansive view of ministry.  Wesley 
reminded us not to be stuck think that God only shows up inside 
the church or inside the four walls of whatever box we put God in.  
God’s presence and activity encompass the whole world, indeed, 
“the ends of the earth,” so ministry and mission are possible 
everywhere.  Church structures help us do ministry, but ministry 
is not confined to those structures.  Wesley insisted that we share 
the good news of God’s love and do good in all places.  God is 
pulling us to participate in God’s work in the world.  God is 
always ahead of us in ministry, down the block, across the 
country, and around the world.  The church as the body of Christ 
is never holed up inside a building but is sent to the world to 
proclaim good news.  

(Continued on page 2) 



The Greek language has at least four words for Love.  The word epithumia suggests desire or lust, usually for selfish means.  
The word philia, means the kind of love shared with parents, brothers and sisters, children and grandchildren.  Another 
Greek word for love is eros, it is commonly used for sexual love or desire.  And the last word for love is agape.  This is the 
kind of love that can change us and transform us.  It is the purest form of love, the unconditional love that we experience 
from God. 

In 1 Corinthians 13:4-13, (CEB), we read about love: 

Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant; it isn’t rude, it doesn’t seek its 
own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, but it 
is happy with the truth.  Love puts up with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, endures all 
things. 

Love never fails. As for prophecies, they will be brought to an end. As for tongues, they will stop. As for 
knowledge, it will be brought to an end.  We know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect 
comes, what is partial will be brought to an end, When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, reason 
like a child, think like a child. But now that I have become a man, I’ve put an end to childish things.  Now 
we see a reflection in a mirror; then we will see face-to-face. Now I know partially, but then I will know 
completely in the same way that I have been completely known.  Now faith, hope, and love remain—these 
three things—and the greatest of these is love. 

Here is what The Wesley Study Bible says about Caring for Neighbor (p.1257):   

Caring for neighbor goes hand in hand with loving God.  We don’t have to choose between feeding on 
Scripture and feed the hungry, between reaching out to God and racing out to those in need.  The 
Christian walk requires both works of mercy and works of piety.  Who is our neighbor?  According to 
Wesley, our neighbor is anyone who needs our help, not just the person already part of our group.  
Wesley was especially concerned that we care for those we might not initially think of as neighbors, those 
beyond our immediate neighborhood, people of different faiths, or ethnic backgrounds.  Most of all, 
caring for neighbor means not passing by the most needy and vulnerable, the hungry, injured, or hurting.  
Wesleyans believe God has bound together all people-no matter how different –by creating each of us in 
God’s image.  God has already made us all neighbors, so we can expand our hearts to care for neighbors 
down the street and around the world.   

So, as we prepare for Advent Season and Christmas, lets us remember the meaning of Loving God, and loving our neighbor.  
I know that it is especially hard to love others when they disagree with you, are different from you, and when they do 
something that you don’t approve of. 

This mean stepping out and looking for ways to help others, when it is convenient for them…not necessary for you!    Listen 
to God prompting you to do something nice for someone.  Do you ever have those urges to do something helpful, but you 
are too embarrassed that they might reject.  Don’t miss out on an opportunity to help someone and then wish them a 
Merry Christmas! 

In you are in the midst of a hurtful situation, how about taking the first step towards reconciliation of that someone that 
you may have harmed or someone that has harmed you.  Do this in the name of love, agape love. 

During this Advent season, I will be praying for you, and that you will continually find ways to love God and love your 
neighbor.  I will pray that together, we can make the world a little bit better for all of us. AMEN   —	Pastor	Carol	

(Continued from page 1) 
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PRAYERS 
JOYS 

CONCERNS 

For those who continue to work so hard 
to make St. Paul UMC viable. Thank 
You! 

For the life of our church and those we 
are missing on Sundays. You are in our 
thoughts and prayers.  

For all whose lives are in transition.   

For our family and friends who have yet 
to feel the love of Christ. 

Healing for those in our world who are 
affected by disasters whether natural or 
manmade. 

For Peaceful resolution to war. For the 
soldiers and their families. 

 For Christians around the world who are 
being persecuted for their beliefs. 

We ask for prayers: 

For the love and support of our Church 
family. 

For the pure joy of seeing our members 
at Bible study, at worship and in 
fellowship every Sunday. 

That we live in a country where we are 
free to be Christians. 

That Jesus gave his life so we could be 
saved. 

We share our Joys: 

How Much Do You Yearn? 
 By Steve Goodier www.LifeSupportSystem.com 
 

It can make all the difference… 
 

 Christopher Morley has said, “There are three 
ingredients in the good life: learning, earning and 
yearning.” And yearning can make up for a great lack in 
the other two. 

 In Daniel Steele’s book, I Am, I Can (Fleming H. Revell 
Co.), the author tells a heart-warming story about the 
power of yearning. He tells that Columbia University 
football coach Lou Little was stopped on campus and 
informed of the unexpected death of the father of one of 
his players. He agreed to break the news to the student, 
as he knew that the young man and his father were quite 
close. 
 Two days after he went home to attend the funeral, the 
student returned to campus and was back on the practice 
field. “What are you doing back so soon?” asked the 
coach. “You could have taken a week or two...we would 
have understood.” 

 “Coach,” the young man said, “my father was buried 
yesterday, and the rest of the family is taking care of 
things. Coach Little, I’ve just got to play in that game 
tomorrow. That’s why I came back today.” 

 The coach reminded him that tomorrow’s game was a 
critical game and he might not play at all since he wasn’t 
a usual starter. 

 But the student pressed, “I know I haven’t played much, 
Coach, but I’m asking you for a chance to play tomorrow. 
I’ve just got to play in that game.” 

 After a moment’s hesitation, Coach Little said, “Okay, 
son, tell you what. If we win the toss, I’ll let you play on 
the receiving team, but I can’t promise you more than 
that.” 

(Continued on page 4) 



LECTIONARY  
SCHEDULE 

 
 

December 7, 2014 [Purple] 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

December 14, 2014 [Purple] 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 21, 2014 [Purple] 
4th Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Romans 16L:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 

December 24, 2014 [White] 
Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 28, 2014 [Purple] 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

 The next day Columbia did win the toss. That 
young man went into the game and played like he 
had never played before. In fact, he was playing so 
well that Lou Little decided to leave him in longer. 
He had an outstanding day and, largely because of 
his effort, Columbia won the game. 

 In the locker room, the coach asked the student, 
“What in the world happened to you out there? You 
never played ball like that in your whole life. That’s 
the best exhibition of football I ever saw. How in the 
world did you do it?” 

 “Well, Coach,” the exhausted and exhilarated 
young man said, “you never met my father, did 
you?” 

 “No, I didn’t.” Little replied. “I knew you were very 
close to your father, and I saw you walking arm in 
arm across the campus on several occasions, but I 
never met him.” 

 “Well, you see,” the student said, searching for the 
right words, “for most of my life my father was blind 
– and today was the first day he was able to watch 
me play.” 

 There are few qualities more vital than a strong 
yearning. Earning and learning help, but that desire 
to reach a little farther, to be a little more, 
yearning...for a piece of something greater, can 
often make all the difference. 

 An admirer once exclaimed to President Theodore 
Roosevelt, “Mr. Roosevelt, you are a great man!” 

 No,” he replied, “Teddy Roosevelt is simply a 
plain, ordinary man – highly motivated.” It was his 
yearning that set him apart. 

— St_v_ Goo^i_r 

(Continued from page 3) 

Socks, Coats, Underwear, and Gloves 

Advent & Christmas Project for Crossroads Urban Center 
Start gathering items to place under the tree in the  

Fellowship Hall before December 21 

Delivery to Crossroads Urban Center will be December 23 



D_]_m\_r 28, 2014  

Potlu]k Sun^[y  

Com_ On_ & @ll! 

Please join us each Sunday  

10 a.m. Sunday school 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 p.m. Fellowship and refreshments 

 
If you haven’t been to church in a 

while, we’d love to see you!  

Please join us Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. for coffee, fellowship 

and bible study!  

Jeremiah & Lamentations 
Led by Pastor Carol 

 

Books are available through Carol 
with a $11 donation that will be 

greatly appreciated. Books are not 
necessary to join the group. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY 

Let Go or Get Dragged 
 By Steve Goodier www.LifeSupportSystem.com 
 

 

Do you know who the hardest person 
to love is? 
 
The name "Benedict Arnold" is synonymous with 
"traitor." But he was actually a loyal citizen of what 
was to become the United States, a gallant soldier 
and a five-star general. Wounded twice in battle, he 
was highly respected for his military leadership. He 
even enjoyed the friendship of George Washington. 

Arnold never thought he received the recognition he 
deserved. During the American Revolutionary War, 
he saw five subordinates promoted over him, and 
the blow to his esteem was more than he could 
manage. The injury to his pride was far greater than 
those physical injuries he sustained in battle. So he 
laid plans for revenge. 

In 1780, he attempted to betray vital West Point to 
the British. He later moved to England and was paid 
a sum of money to compensate for his property loss, 
but he was never fully accepted in British society. He 
eventually returned to trading and died a mostly 
unsuccessful and unhappy man.  

Mary Kay Ash (of Mary Kay Cosmetics) said, “There 
are two things people want more than sex and 
money -- praise and recognition.” Benedict Arnold is 
an unfortunate example. 

Interestingly, do you know who is the most difficult 
person to love? It is easy to love friends and not too 
difficult to love those less fortunate than ourselves. 
It certainly isn't easy loving enemies, but sometimes 

(Continued on page 6) 
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the person most difficult to love is the one who is 
MORE fortunate than we are. The one who receives 
the promotion we deserved. The one who gets the 
recognition we desired, the honor we sought or the 
affections of the lover we had hoped to win. It is easy 
to resent those who seem to be more fortunate – 
those who “get all the breaks.” 

But as one person said to me, "Let go or get dragged. 
Unless you let things go, you should be prepared to 
have that thing drag you around until you have to let 
it go."  

Jealousy? Let go or get dragged. 

A desperate need to be appreciated or loved? Let go or 
get dragged. 

A need for recognition that simply isn't coming? Let 
go or get dragged. 

A desire to get credit for your hard work – credit that 
is going to someone else? Let go or get dragged. 

We've all felt these things. And if we want to move 
beyond them in a healthy way, the answer is to let go 
or get dragged.  

Besides, if you ever want to grab onto something 
good, you'll need a free hand.  

— St_v_ Goo^i_r 

(Continued from page 5) 

Starting November 30, 2014 

B   L  
 

Starting November 1,  
proceeds will go to  

Family Promise of Salt Lake City 



Mission & Outr_[]h  
Opportuniti_s 

 

The Bucket of Love  
 Bucket of love proceeds collected through 
December 31 will go to support Family Promise of 
Salt Lake City.  
 
Crossroads Urban Center Food Pantry  
347 S. 400 E.  
 
December needs:  Canned Meat, Fruit, Vegetables 
 
Crossroads Thrift Store 
1385 W Indiana Ave (850 S)  
 
December needs:  Blankets, Coats, Children’s 
Clothing, Women’s Clothing (large sizes), Shoes, 
Work Boots, Jeans, Work Pants 
 
*Family Promise 
Needs:  Prepaid Gift Cards to shops like Payless 
Shoes, Target, etc.; Cleaning supplies; Small 
appliances; Strollers,  high chairs, car seats. 
 
*Homeless Youth Resource Center   
Urgent needs:  Bus tokens, Canned Meals, Granola 
Bars, Tents, Tarps, Sleeping Bags. 
 
*UMCOR West 
Supplies for School Kits, Health Kits, and Layette 
Kits.  These items can be found at UMCOR.org/kits.  
 

*these items can be brought to St. Paul’s and we will 
deliver them to the respective organization. 

W  A  W  D   O  
C ? 
By Steve Goodier www.LifeSupportSystem.com 

 

Karl	A.	Menninger	said,	“What’s	done	to	
children,	they	will	do	to	society.”	
 
One proud father said to his little boy, "I've got 
news for you, my big boy. You are going to have a 
beautiful baby brother." 

"Great!" yelped the little boy. "Where's Mom? I can't 
wait to tell her!" 

His sister, however, wasn't nearly as excited about 
the arrival. After a few days her father asked, "Aren't 
you happy about having a new baby brother?" 

"Not really," she admitted. "I wanted a little sister so 
we could play girl games when she got bigger. And 
we can't give him back. We've used him for five 
days. 

However, she may yet grow to love her little 
brother. If not now, later. 

Psychiatrist Karl A. Menninger spent a lifetime 
studying mental illness. He observed that “what's 
done to children, they will do to society.” There is 
nothing new here. We all know that abused children 
often become abusers. Children taught to hate or 
children raised in violence commonly become 
dangerous and destructive adults.  

But there is a positive side, too. Children nurtured 
in kindness learn the value of understanding. 
Children taught to be self-sufficient, to respect 
others, to value education and to build life up rather 
than to tear it down will become adults capable of 
leading us to a brighter future. For what's done to 
children, they will do to society.  

(Continued on page 9) 

Save the Date 
 

Sunday Evening 

December 14, 

2014 

 

Wesley Bell Ringers 
Annual Christmas Show  

at St. Paul’s 
Image by Marg 



The Meaning of Advent 
By Dr. Richard J. Krejcir - www.IntoThyWord.org 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 
  

 "Advent" simply means coming as in Christ is 
coming, and for us now He has arrived. This is 
referring to His birth in history and in humanity. It 
meant the welcoming or the arrival of a special king 
and for us; it is our King of kings. This is what the Old 
Testament prophecies foretold concerning Jesus' 
Incarnation, the Word made flesh for our hope and 
Atonement that brought us our deliverance. Advent 
represents our expectation, anticipation, and 
preparation for who Christ is and what He has done 
for us. He arrived into the world as 
a human being, being fully God and 
fully man. He came to identify as 
one of us, as the Son of Man, as a 
baby born in a manger. He came for 
us, He came for you and He comes 
into our lives and into our hearts. 
He is coming again in great power 
and glory to bring His Kingdom 
into fruition. 
  

The Advent Wreath 
 And again, Isaiah says, "The Root 
of Jesse will spring up, one who will 
arise to rule over the nations; the 
Gentiles will hope in him." May the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:12-
13). 
 Traditionally, during the 
Christmas season we have an 
"Advent Wreath" in our Churches, 
and this is remarkably celebrated in 
all Denominations, including 
Orthodox, Catholic, liturgical, 
Mainline and Evangelical. The Advent Wreath is a 
venerable tradition that cuts across denominational 
and theological boundaries. It dates to the beginning 
of the 19thcentury in Europe. This Advent Wreath is 
arranged with 4 or 5 Advent candles, 3 or 4 of which 
are in a circle, along with one in the center, all on a 
base of evergreens each has a powerful message for us 
about our Lord. This has prevailing imagery we should 
not take for granted or consider just another holiday 
decoration. 

The Wreath: The wreath itself means "victory" 
as Christ's victory over sin so He can save us. 
The Advent Wreath has 4 or 5 candles that are 
arranged in a circle symbolizing Christ's eternity, 
as a circle has no beginning and has no end, it is 
a symbol for God, Who is eternal and thus 
without beginning or end. The evergreens mean 
He is "ever with us," they are usually pine 
branches or holly that are used as a base that 
represents anticipation, newness, renewal 
and His everlastingness. The red berries of the 
holly represent the shedding of Christ's blood. 

The Candles: The Advent candles mean 
the light of God coming into the world through 
the birth of His Son. This refers to the 
significance that Christ is the Light of the world. 

When they are lit, the illumination is 
to symbolize the Christ of eternity 
and His coming as the "Light of the 
World" and our worship and honor of 
His most precious gift of His Grace 
and mercy. These candles also have a 
color theme too, purple, blue, pink or 
rose and while. The first two or three 
are purple meaning royalty and this is 
also the color of suffering and the 
darkness of sin, connecting Jesus' 
birth and crucifixion and His triumph 
over sin. Blue means sky and life, 
pink means joy, and white means 
purity. 
  
Each candle has a special 
meaning: ∾ The first candle 
(purple) "CANDLE OF HOPE" means 
His promise and hope. We can have 
hope because God is faithful and will 
keep the promises He made to us. 
Our hope comes from God. (Romans 
15:12-13)  ∾ The second candle (purple) 

"CANDLE OF PREPARATION" means His light 
and preparation. Preparation means to 'get 
ready'. "Help us to be ready to welcome YOU, O 
GOD!" (Luke 3:4-6) (Some traditions combine 
the first two)  ∾ The third candle (pink or rose) "CANDLE OF 
JOY" means the angels sang a message of JOY! 
(Luke 2:7-15)  ∾ The fourth candle (purple or blue) "CANDLE OF 
LOVE" symbolizes Christ love. God sent His only 

(Continued on page 9) 



An unknown author put it succinctly: "A child is a 
person who is going to carry on what you have 
started. He or she is going to sit where you are sitting 
and attend to those things that you think are 
important. You may adopt all the policies you please, 
but how they will be carried out depends on our 
young people. They will assume control of your 
duties, states and nation. They are going to move in 
and take over your churches, schools, universities 
and corporations. All your books will be judged, 
praised or condemned by them. The fate of humanity 
is in their hands. So it might be well to pay young 
people attention." 

What are we doing to our children? 

— St_v_ Goo^i_r 

(Continued from page 7) 
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D_]_m\_r 13, 2014 

6:00 pm 

Sotto Vo]_ B_n_fit Con]_rt 

for 
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for C[us_ 
 

Pl_[s_ \ring p_t 
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Volunteers Needed  
to help at  

“A United Methodist Thrift Store” 
 

Thursday’s & Friday’s from 10:00 – 7:00  
or  

Saturday’s from 10:00 – 5:00 
(Any or all of the hours in full or part would be 
welcome. No experience necessary, training pro‐
vided, gratitude showered!)  

 
4270 West 5415  

South Kearns, UT 84118  
801-888-7170  

Son to earth to save us, because He loves us! 
(John 3:16-17) (some traditions omit this one)  ∾ The fifth candle (white) "CHRIST CANDLE" 
symbolizes the incarnation, the heart and 
reason of the season, God giving light to the 
world. Its location is in the center as Christ's 
light is central and radiant. This reminds us that 
Jesus is the spotless Lamb of God, sent to wash 
away our sins! (in wreaths that have 4 candles, it 
is in the circle among the rest of the candles)  
 

Each candle is lighted during the worship services 
each week in progression until Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day when the last candle is lit. (some 
denominations and traditions have different color 
schemes and some only four candles) Each week the 
new unlit candle for that week is lighted, and 
then the previous candles are re-lighted. A family is 
sent up to do the lighting as a passage is read, a carol 
sang and or a prayer said. The four weeks are a period 
of waiting also signifying the four centuries of waiting 
between the last prophet Malachi and the birth of 
Jesus. All five candles should continue to be lighted in 
worship services through Epiphany on January 6 
(epiphany means "to show," is the climax of the 
Christmas Season and the "Twelve Days of 
Christmas." It is observed to denote the coming of the 
wise men bringing gifts and their worship to Christ). 

The Meaning of Advent (Continued from page 8) 
 



St P[ul is… 

A church that teaches the word of God as it is 

written in the Bible 

A church that believes the truth lies in the 

teachings of the Bible – even when that truth 

is unpopular 

A church that believes the church should play an 

important role in supporting its local 

community 

  A church that believes all who want to worship 

God and live a “Christ Like Life” are welcome 

through its doors 

Through prayer and by the grace of God, we will 

reach out to those who are seeking a relationship 

with God.  We will guide them in their spiritual 

growth by teaching the word of God, as it is written 

in the Bible, during our compassionate worship 

services which are delivered in the spirit of 

Wesleyan tradition.  We will further support their 

growth by actively providing spiritual support 

If you are not already part of our 
church family, 

We would like to invite you to join us 
and become a part of  

St. Paul’s growth. 

Date Speaker 

12/7 
Adam Hamilton  

sermon series  
“Not a Silent Night” 

12/14 
Adam Hamilton  

sermon series  
“Not a Silent Night” 

12/21 
Adam Hamilton  

sermon series  
“Not a Silent Night” 

12/24 
Adam Hamilton  

sermon series  
“Not a Silent Night” 

12/28 Sam Loftin 

 
 

Saturday, January 10 at 1:00 pm 

Pizza for everyone! 

Bring your Lego car to race on our track. 
The Lego car should be a matchbox car 

with Lego attachments.  

Prizes for the winners...Fun for everyone! 

Questions?  
Call Bob or Afton at 801.569.0077 



SAVE THE DATE 
2015 EMMAUS WALKS 

 
Commissioning February 14 
Men's Walk February 19-22 

Women's Walk February 26-March 1 
Grand Gathering March 14th 3pm 

DATE                                                      LOCATION                                                           
  
Saturday, December 6th                   Holy Family Catholic Church    
7:00pm                                                   1100 E. 5500 S. 
Christmas Concert                                 Ogden, UT  84403 
  
Saturday, December 13th                 St. Paul United Methodist Church 
6:00pm                                                   8601 West Hillcrest 
Christmas Carol Service*                      Copperton, UT  84006 
* A benefit for Cubby's Cause for Paws, a Pet food-bank benefiting the Utah Aids Foundation 
  
Wednesday, December 24th            KSL Radio - Doug Wright Show 
11:00am-Noon                                       102.7 FM or 1160 AM 
                                                  
 

We wish you and yours a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday! 
  
SOTTO VOCE 
Iris Nixdorf, Soprano / Julie Maughan, Alto / Brent Carter, Tenor / Jerry Parkstone, Bass  

SOTTO VOCE 
Up]oming p_rform[n]_s 

 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from 
of old, from ancient times."  

—Micah 5:2 


