
St. Paul’s Notes 
 

December 2013 -  

NOTES FROM PASTOR CAROL 

Hello Stranger 

The first thing that comes to my mind when I 
think of the month of December is Christmas, 
of course!   I love the Christmas season, as 
we wait for the coming of our Savior.  We are 

truly blessed that our church continues to grow and serve in 
the community.  In next month’s newsletter, I plan to give a 
recap of our accomplishments throughout the last year. 

A few months ago, I saw both Mini-paws [shown below] and 
Mini- Mordon in the yard, so they are still around.  We have 

decided that mini-paws must have a regular home.  He is 
getting fat!  He is very friendly!  He looks in the back door, 
waiting for treats.  He would really like to come inside and stay 
awhile, but Kesa and Cabbie do not like that idea at all! Kayla, 
Sam and I built an outdoor cat house out of a Styrofoam box 
for them to stay in.  It was really quite easy - you can find ideas 
on the web. 

So, let’s talk about welcoming strangers.  Kesa and Cabbie 
hiss at mini-paws!  If mini-paws is looking in the back door, 
Kesa will run and start clawing at the window.  Not sure what 
she is trying to accomplish by that, but she is definitely 
showing her displeasure.  Seeing Cabbie and Kesa being 
unwelcoming, reminds me of the scripture reading from  
Hebrews 13:1-2 (Common English Bible (CEB).) 

Our acts of service and sacrifice 

13 Keep loving each other like family. 2 Don’t neglect to open 
up your homes to guests, because by doing this some have 
been hosts to angels without knowing it.  

Well, I not sure if I can go as far as seeing little angel wings on 
mini-paws, but he sure is a friendly cat!  And, it is also a good 
reminder to us to welcome the stranger. 

The Wesley Study Bible says: 

Welcoming strangers is not just about opening our doors and 
providing some food.  To truly welcome and care for strangers 
in the name of Jesus ultimately means that we try to know the 
names of strangers and know what their lives are about.  It is 
both interesting [and] challenging that in 3 John 15 the closing 
exhortation to Gaius is to greet “each by name”.  Like Jesus, 
who calls his own sheep by name, we need to deeply know the 
strangers we have been called to befriend.  Who do you need 
to greet by name this week?  Greet them in the name of Jesus. 

This is a good reminder for us, especially this holiday season.  
Let’s try to take a few moments out of our busy days to get to 
know the strangers in our lives.  Let’s take time to not only 
hand out a goodie bag, but to ask them their name, and listen 
to their story.  Or better yet, invite them to share a meal with 
you at a nearby restaurant. Let’s take time to not only drop 
change in the red Salvation Army buckets, but to thank those 
strangers who are willing to stand out in the cold to serve 
others.  Ask them their name and thank them by name. 
Perhaps give them a gift in return?  Maybe a hot cup of coffee 
or chocolate?   

The Wesley Study Bible says:  

The sanctifying grace*of God shaped the souls of the early 
Methodists as they learned in community.  One cannot learn 
patience, kindness, gentleness, forgiveness, grace, and love 
by oneself.  As the Spirit deepens our interior lives, we learn to 
see the world through God’s eyes.  We discover that God also 
invites us to see the world through the eyes of those who 
suffer and who are in need—“as though you yourself were 
being tortured” (Heb 13;3).  The complete Christian life 
involves organizing (methodizing!) our lives to serve others 
with passion, consistency, and thoroughness. 

 *Sanctifying grace simply means to become holy.  It is a 
real change in the lives of believers, made possible by the 
Holy Spirit. 

As we begin the Advent Season, and look forward to 
celebrating the birth of our Savior, I would like to close with a 
prayer from Stephen Orchard that I believe speaks to us as we 
remember the stranger in our lives. 
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We thought we knew where to find you; 
We hardly needed a star to guide the way, 
Just perseverance and common sense; 
Why do you hide yourself away from the powerful 
And join the refugees and outcasts, 
Calling us to follow you there? 

Wise God, give us wisdom. 

We thought we had laid you safe in the manger; 
We wrapped you in the thickest sentiment we could find, 
And stressed how long ago you came to us; 
Why do you break upon us in our daily life 
With messages of peace and goodwill, 
Demanding that we do something about it? 

Just and righteous God, give us justice and 
righteousness. 

So where else would we expect to find you 
But in the ordinary place with the faithful people, 
Turning the world to your purpose through them. 
Bring us to that manger, to the true rejoicing, 
Which will make wisdom, justice and righteousness alive 
in us. 

Merry Christmas, my dear friends!  Go now to say hello to that 
stranger! 

Pastor Carol 
 

SERMON SCHEDULE FOR December 

1st 
 

Sam Loftin 
 

Liturgist: 
Phil Liberatore 

8th   
  

 
Pastor Carol Loftin 

 
Barbara Coward 

15th       
 

 
Pastor Carol Loftin 

 
Sandy Garlick 

 
22nd Sam Loftin 

  
Open 

24th  
 

 
Pastor Carol Loftin 

 
Christmas Eve Candle 
Light Worship Service  

 
29th  

 
 

 
Pastor Carol Loftin 

 

 
Open 

 

HOSPITALITY HOSTS needed for greeting visitors and all 
worshippers each Sunday. Please let Carol know if you are 
able to serve in this capacity. It is really nice to have someone 
at the door to greet us and to make sure visitors are given a 

bulletin and welcoming smile. Comments from visitors have 
been very positive, saying that they can feel the love in our 
church! There is a signup sheet in the fellowship hall; along 
with the lists for refreshments, children’s time (during the 
sermon) and liturgist. 

Your help is welcome and appreciated. 

LECTIONARY SCHEDULE 

December 1, 2013 [Blue or Purple] 
First Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 (UMH 845) 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

December 8, 2013 [Blue or Purple] 
Second Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795) 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

December 15, 2013 [Blue or Purple or Pink] 
Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199) 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

December 22, 2013 [Blue or Purple] 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801) 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24, 2013 [White] Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 25, 2013 [White] Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 

December 29, 2013 [White] 
First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 

December 31, 2013 
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(Watch Night /New Year's Eve/New Year’s Day) 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-4 

PRAYERS, JOYS AND CONCERNS 

We ask for prayers:  

o Our dear Rosella for continued strength and healing. 

o For those who continue to work so hard to make St. Paul 
UMC viable. Thank You! 

o For the pure joy of seeing our members at Bible study, at 
worship and in fellowship every Sunday. 

o For the life of our church and those we are missing on 
Sundays. You are in our thoughts and prayers.  

o For all whose lives are in transition.   

o For our family and friends who have yet to feel the love of 
Christ. 

o Healing for those in our world who are affected by 
disasters whether natural or manmade. 

o For Peaceful resolution to war. For the soldiers and their 
families. 

o For our nation. 

 

Grow Pray Study (GPS - Daily Devotional Study) 

"Hagar! What's wrong? Don't be afraid." 

 

Genesis 21:12-21, 25:8-9 
12 God said to Abraham, "Don't be upset about the boy and 
your servant. Do everything Sarah tells you to do because your 
descendants will be traced through Isaac. 13 But I will make of 
your servant's son a great nation too, because he is also your 
descendant." 14 Abraham got up early in the morning, took 
some bread and a flask of water, and gave it to Hagar. He put 
the boy in her shoulder sling and sent her away. 

She left and wandered through the desert near Beer-
sheba. 15 Finally the water in the flask ran out, and she put the 
boy down under one of the desert shrubs. 16 She walked away 
from him about as far as a bow shot and sat down, telling 
herself, I can't bear to see the boy die. She sat at a distance, 
cried out in grief, and wept. 

17 God heard the boy's cries, and God's messenger called to 
Hagar from heaven and said to her, "Hagar! What's wrong? 
Don't be afraid. God has heard the boy's cries over 
there. 18 Get up, pick up the boy, and take him by the hand 
because I will make of him a great nation." 19 Then God 

opened her eyes, and she saw a well. She went over, filled the 
water flask, and gave the boy a drink.20 God remained with the 
boy; he grew up, lived in the desert, and became an expert 
archer. 21 He lived in the Paran desert, and his mother found 
him an Egyptian wife. 

25:8-9 
8 Abraham took his last breath and died after a good long life, a 
content old man, and he was placed with his ancestors. 9 His 
sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave in Machpelah, 
which is in the field of Zohar's son Ephron the Hittite, near 
Mamre. 

Reflection Questions: 

Abraham was sad to send Hagar and Ishmael away, and tried 
to give them a few provisions. But bread and water could 
hardly keep them safe in the desert. Hagar was again cast off 
and abandoned, but again God did not let her and Ishmael 
perish. God heard their cries for help, and showed Hagar a 
well of life-giving water. Ishmael and Isaac went their own 
ways, but not in hatred or hostility. In the end, they reunited to 
bury their father Abraham. 

Hagar and Ishmael were in despair in the wilderness. Ishmael 
collapsed, dying of thirst, and his mother wept. Ishmael's name 
meant "God hears." God did hear their cries, and responded: 
"What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has 
heard the voice of the boy where he is" (verse 17). God was 
the same yesterday as he is today (cf. Hebrews 13:8), so you 
can count on God hearing you, too. When have you sensed 
God hearing your cries in the midst of a wilderness 
experience?  

Hagar was divorced, rejected, and abandoned with her son, 
Ishmael. Their chances of survival were minimal—except for 
God's care and provision. But God intervened and "opened her 
eyes" so that they could find water. God still provides today, 
and one of the ways he often provides is through people like 
us. How can you join God and help to "provide" for your 
friends/family? Your church family? Your community? Your 
world? 

Prayer: O Lord, I recall times that might seem ordinary to 
someone else in which I knew you were providing for my 
needs. Lead me onward, continuing to trust that you are a God 
who provides. Amen. 

To receive G.P.S. daily scripture reflections in your email box online 
go to: http://www.cor.org/ministries/gps-guide/gps-online/ 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

Please join us Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. for coffee, 
fellowship and bible study! Beginning this month is a thirteen 
week study on Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. 

http://www.cor.org/ministries/gps-guide/gps-online/


 

4 

 

Books are available through Carol with a $9.50 donation that 
will be greatly appreciated. Books are not necessary to come 
join the group. 

 

EVENING SMALL GROUP STUDIES 

Thursday Evening Bible Study – 7 

p.m.  at Carol and Sam’s home. The 

study for this session will focus on: 
Reclaiming the Wesleyan Tradition. 
Books are available through Pastor Carol 
for a donation of $12. 

 

 

LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEM – Steve Goodier  

Life As an Active Science 

That tireless inventor Thomas Edison famously said of his 
various experiments, “I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 
ways that won't work.” Murphy's Law is much less sanguine 
about it: “If you never try anything new, you'll miss out on many 
of life's great disappointments.” 

I have to say, though, that I like to experiment – especially with 
my life. I believe in self transformation and try to challenge 
myself regularly to adopt new attitudes and behaviors. I realize 
that I can be a little excessive with self change (you may know 
that already), but I am drawn to the exciting idea that my life is 
an “active science.” 

I think changes in wrist watches over the past 50 years 
beautifully illustrate how important it is to experiment. Do you 
know who set the standard for fine watch-making for most of 
the 20th Century? If you answered, "The Swiss," you are 
correct. Swiss wrist watches dominated world markets for at 
least 60 years and Swiss companies were committed to 
constant refinement of their craft. 

It was the Swiss who came forward with the minute hand and 
the second hand. They led the world in discovering better ways 
to manufacture gears, bearings, and main-springs of watches. 
They even led the way in waterproofing techniques and self-
winding models. By 1968 the Swiss made 65 percent of all 
watches sold in the world and laid claim to as much as 90 
percent of the profits. 

Now...which country sold the most wrist watches in the 1980s? 
The answer is Japan. By 1980 Swiss companies had laid off 
thousands of watch-makers and controlled less than 10 
percent of the world market. Between 1979 and 1981, eighty 
percent of Swiss watchmakers lost their jobs. 

Why? One reason is the advent of Japanese digital watches. 
Another major reason is that the Swiss were reluctant to 
change the way they traditionally designed wrist watches. Like 
the fact that for too long they refused to utilize the less 
expensive and more accurate Quartz crystal. In short, they 
kept doing what they always did. Because they did not 
seriously experiment with radical new ways of designing 
timepieces, most Swiss watchmakers found themselves doing 
something else for a living. 

Our lives are not so different. Of course we need to accept 
ourselves as we are, but we can't stop there. We also need to 
value ourselves enough make needed changes.  It's a simple 
formula: If we want to live fully we have to keep growing. If we 
want to keep growing we have to adapt. And if we want to 
adapt we have to try on new ways of thinking and new ways of 
doing. For me it's about making my life an active science. 

I appreciate Mark Twain's encouragement. "Twenty years from 
now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't 
do than by the ones you did do," he points out. "So throw off 
the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade 
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover."  

Sounds like fun to me. 

Steve Goodier 

http://stevegoodier.blogspot.com/ 

MISSION & OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

The Joy of Giving 2013 

A Soul Gathering Event 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief – West Office 
(UMCOR West) cordially invites you to participate in the first 
annual “Joy of Giving” holiday weekend on December 13-15.   

This three day event is designed to help reclaim Christmas in a 
time when this sacred season has been pushed to the side by 
materialism.  The real meaning of Christmas is God’s gift to us 
in the person of Jesus the Christ.   Our faithful response to 
Jesus is to give back in gratitude by serving the people Jesus 
called us to serve.   

This year we are asking that you give back to God by 
supporting the following organizations:  UMCOR West, 
Crossroads Urban Center, Family Promise, and Homeless 
Youth Resource Center.  Four Christmas trees have been 
placed inside the UMCOR West warehouse representing our 
four non-profit organizations.  You are encouraged to bring 
items of need and to place them under/on one or all of the 
trees at anytime during our three day celebration.  Some 
suggestions for your gifts are: 

*UMCOR West:  Supplies for School Kits, Health Kits, and 
Layette Kits.  These items can be found at UMCOR.org. 

http://stevegoodier.blogspot.com/
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*Crossraods Urban Center:  Non-perishable foods, new 
and gently used clothing.   

*Family Promise:  New pillows / blankets.   

*Homeless Youth Resource Center:  New socks, 
underwear, and personal hygiene products. 

Of course you are more than welcome to offer a financial gift to 
any of these organizations if you prefer.   

If you bring your gifts on Dec 13th please come between 6- 

9pm.  A performance stage has been assembled and any are 
welcome to share their talent with us through song, dance, etc.  
On Saturday the 14th we will be open from noon to 8pm and 
again you are invited to share your talents on stage.  On 
Sunday the 15th at 6pm we will be having our regularly 
scheduled S.O.U.L. Gathering Worship Service to close the 
weekend festivities.  The Christmas trees will remain up at 
UMCOR West until January 6th which is the feast of the 
Epiphany.  Feel free to drop by during normal business hours 
to offer your gift and to learn more about UMCOR West and 
other mission opportunities in the valley.     

For more information please call Maika Tukuafu at 801-707-
5398 or by email at maikatukuafu@gmail.com. 

 
THE BUCKET OF LOVE  

Operation Underground.   

A group of former CIA, FBI, Navy SEALs, and Green Berets 

who travel the globe liberating enslaved children and dismantle 

the criminal networks. 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

Are you prepared? 
Sam and Carol have decided to 

build a better emergency 

preparedness stash.  It is one of 

those things that you hope you will never be in need of, but if 

the power goes out, there’s an earth quake, or ?  You can rest 

a little easier that you have enough to get buy on for at least a 

few days.  Each month, we will list an item of the month to add 

to your kit.  Will you join us? 

 

December:  First Aid Kits. 

 
 
Crossroads Urban Center Food Pantry: 347 S. 400 E.  

Crossroads Thrift Store: 1385 W Indiana Ave (850 S)  

Items that are brought to the church will be delivered to 
Crossroads. 

 

Thanks to the youth group who took the time on a 
Saturday to sort clothes.  Special Thanks to Afton and 
Bob Babecki for arranging the activity. 

 

 

 

FEMA Survival 

Checklist on 

page 10. 

mailto:maikatukuafu@gmail.com
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Toothbrush Mission project: 

  

 Tooth Brushes Needed  
Four Corners Native American Ministries Project.  

.  
Please bring new toothbrushes in single or multi-packs.  

(The dollar stores carry multi-packs.)  
They will be sent to the mission project coordinator.  

Thank you for your help.  
This is an ongoing project. The smallest things make the 
biggest impact. 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) 

 

The Purpose 
 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church. 

Watch for the Seniors’ Driver’s Safety Training in January 
2013.. Afton Babecki is arranging for a driver’s safety training 
course for seniors at St. Paul. More information will follow. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS – DATES OF NOTE 

 

Happy Birthday to:  
 

Sandy Garlick  Dec 7 
Sam Loftin  Dec 12 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St. Paul’s Bazaar and Bake Sale - December 7th 

Time to start thinking about what to bring for the bake 
sale, craft room, and silent auction. Help is needed to set 
up on Friday December 6, at 5:30 p.m.  
 
This year we are inviting several new vendors to 
participate by bringing their specialty crafts. Come see 
what is new.  
 
Lunch is $4.00 with your choice of Chili, Sloppy-Joes, 
Chicken Soup or Spaghetti. 
 

End of 2013!  
Sunday, December 29 

Following worship 

_____________ 

Dinner provided by Phil & 

Monica Liberatore!  
Fellowship provided by all 
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Alternative Gifts for Christmas 
What if you could buy the things you need online and 
give to your church at the same time? At no cost to 
you or your church? CHA-CHING! 
  
You’re going, “NO WAY!” But this isn’t a too-good-to-
be-true type of thing. This is the UMCmarket, a 
shopping portal that pays a commission of 1-9 
percent to your church with zero effort on your 
church’s part and no increased costs to you. 
  
The United Methodist Church*, in partnership with 
some of the largest online retailers, have built a 
shopping tool that provides a cash benefit for your 
church when you purchase through the UMCmarket -
- items you'd probably be buying anyway. The retailer 
does not markup the price any — you still pay what 
you’d pay as you did before. 
 
How does it work? Simply create an account at 
UMCMarket.org and designate the church of your 
choosing. 

Then when you're ready to buy, just 
log into your UMCmarket account and 
shop at any of the partner retailers 
and, PRESTO, a percentage of the 
sale is given to the beneficiary you 

designated in your account settings. (In the search 
section, type:   “Copperton St. Paul” 
  
We just blew your mind, right? Seems too 
complicated or you don’t want to have to remember to 
log into your account every time you go shopping? 
Don’t worry. There’s even an add-on for your Web 
browser to make the process even easier. VOILA! 
You’re done and ready to shop! 

 
Buy a camera from Amazon? SAY 

CHEESE! Your church just got a shot of 

money. Book that trip at 

Expedia? WHOOSH! A veritable money-

postcard is delivered to your church while you’re 

sitting on the beach. Order that dress you’ve been 

keeping an eye on at Macy’s? CYMBAL-CRASH! A 

virtual Thanksgiving Day Parade marches into your 

church’s office like a float made of money. 

  

TICK-TOCK. What are you waiting for?  

Sign up today at UMCmarket.org. 

Christmas Concerts and Events: 
Mark your calendars! 

December 6th – Set up for the Bazaar and Bake 
Sale 

December 7th – Bazaar and Bake Sale 

December 7th – Christmas Carol Concert 7 p.m. 
with Sotto Voce. The Annual Cubby Paws for 
Cause & the Utah Food Bank. Bring pet food and 
supplies. [Money accepted!] 

December 15 – 7 p.m. Christ UMC Wesley Bell 
Ringers [Donations will benefit the St. Paul UMC 
building fund for an accessibility ramp.] 

December 24 – Christmas Eve  
 
Please join us each Sunday  
10 a.m. Sunday school 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 p.m. Fellowship and refreshments 
  
If you haven’t been to church in a while, we’d 
love to see you!  
 
 

Volunteers Needed! 

o GREETERS! (Hospitality Hosts) If you would like to 
help, there is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.  

o Book donations for the church library. Our library 
is really growing. Bring books to exchange or add to 
our shelves. There are lots of interesting titles. 

o Children’s Bible study leaders. A lesson is 
provided to give the children a special time to learn 
more about being a Christian.  

o The New Pew Cards are here! Phil Liberatore did 
an excellent job putting them together. Come to 
church and see what’s new! 

 

 

  

  

 

http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=dtISK8MQKnKVI0OSE&s=%5b%5ben_supporter_id%5d%5d&m=%5b%5ben_MailID2%5d%5d
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FEMA Survival Checklist 
To Safeguard You and Your Loved 
Ones, 
FEMA recommends the following 
steps. Visit www.ready.gov for more 
information. 

 Be informed. Stay current about 
emergencies that historically occur in your 
community. 

 Make a plan. Designate meeting places 
where your family can rendezvous after an 
emergency. Identify an out-of-area contact 
who will serve as the go-to person with whom 
all family members can connect. 

 Be involved. Participate in readiness drills 
and response-team organizations in your 
community. 

 Build kits. Build kits in easy-to-carry bags or 
rolling suitcases: one for home, one for your 
car and one for your workplace. FEMA 
recommends changing stored food and water 
every six months and checking to make sure 
flashlights and any other survival items in a 
kit are functional. Each kit should include: 

 One gallon of water per person per day 
(three days minimum). 

 Canned, packaged or freeze-dried food 
(three days minimum supply) plus manual 
can opener. 

 Battery-powered or hand-crank NOAA 
weather radio. 

 Flashlight with extra batteries. 

 First-aid kit. 

 Signal whistle. 

 Dust mask, plastic sheeting and duct tape for 
sheltering in place. 

 Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic 
ties for personal sanitation. 

 Wrench/pliers to turn off utilities. 

 Local maps. 

 Cellphone with chargers, inverter or solar 
charger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
8601 W. Hillcrest, P. O. Box 71, Copperton, UT  84006  
(You may reach Pastor Carol at 801-860-3974, and e-mail at 
carolloftin@gmail.com.) 

Also, see our web site: stpaulumccopperton.org 
 

 

http://www.ready.gov/
mailto:carolloftin@gmail.com
http://www.stpaulumccopperton.org/

